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Background Paper / Fact Sheet on DoD’s Cooperative Threat Reduction Program
(Biological Threat Reduction Program) - Ukraine

Background: The Biological Threat Reduction Program (BTRP), part of the Department of
Defense’s Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) program, is implemented by the Defense Threat
Reduction Agency (DTRA). Since 2005, the program assisted the Ukrainian government in
converting former Soviet biological weapons (BW) research facilities to support peaceful and
safe biological detection and diagnostic capabilities and reduce the threats posed by dangerous
pathogens, whether they are naturally-occurring, accidental, or intentional.

Key Facts:

» BTRP's priorities in Ukraine are to help them consolidate and secure pathogens and to
continue to ensure Ukraine can detect and report disease outbreaks before they pose
security or stability threats. All of BTRP's efforts are peaceful in nature and subject to
rigorous export-control measures and vetting processes. BTRP sponsors no gain of
function research or “human experimentation.”

« Ukraine is a State Party to Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention (BWC). In
accordance with an August 2005 CTR agreement, the DoD has been funding security
upgrades at Ukrainian biological laboratories where collections of pathogens are kept.

s BTRP has supported 46 laboratories, facilities and diagnostic sites for the Ministry of Health
and Ministry of Agriculture. BTRP has also provided the Ministry of Defense with 3 mobile
diagnostic laboratories, with the goal of enhancing the system of disease surveillance and
emergency preparedness in the Armed Forces of Ukraine. All of this assistance improved
Ukraine's COVID-19 response.

* All of these are Ukrainian facilities owned and operated by the government of Ukraine,
which aims to improve human and animal health capacity for the people of Ukraine.

« On adaily basis, Russia propagates, either directly through state-run media outlets or
through the use of surrogates, disinformation aimed at BTRP’s laboratory and capacity
building efforts in former Soviet Union countries, The Lugar Center in Georgia and the
Central Reference Laboratory in Kazakhstan are the primary targets, but more recent
disinformation efforts have targeted laboratories in Ukraine. Through these disinformation
campaigns, Russia falsely claims the United States, and specifically DTRA, is developing
biological weapons in laboratories in these countries, as well as killing local populations with
purposeful releases of biological agents.

+ Russia illegally took possession of two Ukrainian-owned labs that BTRP upgraded in 2014
and continues to deny Ukrainian access to these facilities. To date, we are unaware of any
attempts to use these facilities for disinformation purposes.

s BTRP is just one of many organizations providing equipment and training to these facilities.
Other supporters include, among others, the European Union, World Health Organization,
international universities and research institutions, as well as other U.S. interagency
partners.

s Even though BTRP has had an active biological engagement with the government of
Ukraine since 2005, there are many Ministry of Health and Ministry of Defense facilities that
have not asked for, or received equipment or training from the United States.
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DRAFT MEDIA QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

1. Why are there DoD labs in Ukraine?

DoD does not own or operate labs in Ukraine. All the facilities receiving BTRP assistance are
Ukrainian owned and operated, and these facilities receive training and equipment from a large
array of partners to include the European Union and its individual members, the World Health
Qrganization, Food and Agriculture Organization, the World Organization for Animal Health, the
US Department of State, US Department of Agriculture, the US Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, USAID, and the US Department of Defense. During the Soviet era, cerfain select
laboratories in Ukraine held the most dangerous pathogens in various collection sites. These
materials were held under antiquated and inadequate safety and security conditions. The fall of
the Soviet Union only exacerbated these vuinerabilities and exposed significant proliferation
threats. DoD’s Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR} program was created lo reduce the threat
of WMD material, including biological threats. CTR worked cooperatively and peacefully with
the government of Ukraine fo increase biosecurity and bicsafety at these sites to ensure these
dangerous pathogens did not pose a risk to the people of Ukraine or the region. This
relationship with Ukraine continues today and Ukraine uses the laboratory improvements
provided by the United States to support broader public and veterinary health goals, such as
monitoring the spread of COVID-19, preparing for and controlling African Swine Fever, which
helped Ukrainian farmers protect their herds from infectious diseases, and protecting the food
supply in Ukraine - just to mention a few of the many benefits that accrued from this
partnership.

2. How can you prove that you weren’t doing offensive biological weapons work?

The United States is a States Party and depository for the 1972 Biological Weapons Convention
and maintains scrupulous compliance with its obligations under that treaty. The United States
does not develop biological weapons, and any assistance we provide to foreign pariners has
strict protocols, to include a rigorous vetting process, that ensures all aclivities are peaceful in
nature. As the U.S. has pointed out many times, injecting maximum transparency into ALL
BWC member state initiatives within the convention is paramount.

3. What did you do with the material from the former Soviet BW program?

At the request of many former Soviet Union countries, to include Ukraine, Kazakhstan, Georgia,
Armenia, Uzbekistan, and Azerbaijan, the United States (through the Congressionally-funded
and mandated Cooperation Threat Reduction program) eliminated or secured stockpiles of
dangerous pathogens from the legacy Soviet biological weapons research and development
erferprise, For example, in Uzbekistan, the United States eliminated nearly 12 tons of
weaponized Anthrax from an island in the Aral Sea. This work was a cooperative effort with the
government of Uzbekistan and demonsitrates a frue partnership in reducing the threat of
dangerous pathogens — either from an intentional act or accidental release.

4. If these efforts in Ukraine are peaceful, why do these labs still contain samples of
anthrax, plague, and other dangerous agents?

Al of these pathogens are common in agricultural and natural settings and readily found in the
environment of Ukraine. These and other pathogens are studied in veterinary and public health
research lahs around the world to improve early detection and diagnostic capabilities fo contain
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and prevent outbreaks of diseases — such as COVID-19, Ukraine's capability to understand
endemic pathogens is an essential step of disease surveillance, as required by the WHO and
other international health organizations. Furthermore, BTRP encourages Ukraine and all
partners not to store any biological materials beyond what is required to perform diagnostics.
Moreover, BTRP has provided to Ukraine molecular diagnostic equipment, stpplies, and know-
how to avoid the typical, Soviet-era style of diagnostics, which involves growing viruses and
bacteria—a clear proliferation risk. By employing PCR and sequencing technologies, BTRP
enables Ukraine to detect viruses and bacteria without propagating infectious diseases,

5. Is it true you performed human experimentation?

DoD’s Cooperative Threat Reduction Program (BTRP) does not conduct any human
experimentation - period. All BTRP projects are focused on enhancing peaceful foreign partner
biosecurity, biosafety, and detection activities — to detect disease outbreaks and stop a
pandemic before it happens. As an example, BTRP does fund disease investigations where
Ukrainian partners colfect clinical samples from humans and/or animals to conduct diagnostic
testing and epidemiological analysis. BTRP insists that foreign partners, like Ukraine, establish
internal review board processes guided by national requlatory frameworks before any diagnostic
or epidemiological study is conducted—whether with human or animal samples.

6. Other than DoD, who else provides funding to these labs?

Dol's CTR Program does not provide US faxpayer funding directly to the laboratories.
Furthermore, the laboratories in Ukraine are owned and opsrated by the host country. DoD
provides equipment and training that is in compliance with BWC protocols and International
Health Regulations. However, the DoD CTR program does competitively award grants to
foreign partners for biosurveilfance studies aimed at detecting and diagnosing disease
outbreaks. At their request, we partner with them because they value our expertise and
experience — especially in terms of our biosafety and biosecurity protocols. While we know that
some governments recejve funding, capacity, and training from the European Union and other
academic, governmental, and commercial sponsors, you will have to ask the countries that own
the laboratories to confirm other funding sources,

7. How do you know that these labs are not performing illegal activities without your
knowledge?

Ukraine is a responsible steward and owns and operates these facilities. The facilities are much
mare open and transparent than during the Soviet era. Scientists are encouraged to publish
their research results, partner with infernational colleagues, and widely distribute their research
findings. They operate in a capacity similar to university labs on campuses around the world.
Furthermore, all DoD provided equipment and training with foreign partners is subject to US
export controf processes, DoD audits, and US acquisition laws and reguiations to ensure
transparency and compliarice with both US and International Health Reguiations.

8. If nothing illegal is going on, why all of the secrecy?

There is nothing secretive about DoD’s capacity building efforts with foreign partners. In fact,
we urge you to view BTRP promotional videos to see how the United States is transparent with
alt its biological engagement activities. In sum, DoD’s peaceful efforts are designed to prevent
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the proiiferation of disease-causing pathogens, and prevent outbreaks of diseases that impact
everyone. DoD’s efforts with foreign partners are designed to be as transparent as possible,
while at the same time protecting intellectual property and intellectual rights. DoD’s efforts with
foreign partners also comply with US acquisition rules and regulfations, ensuring maximum
competition with US and foreign contractors who petform the work on hehalf of the government.
The US government must preserve a competitive playing field fo ensure US taxpayer doflars are
being spent wisely. While this may appear to be secretive, the actual work performed is not and
information is publicly available.

BTRP 101 (ENG) https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=HEE4-WuJYRA
BTRP 101 (UA) https./iwww.youtube.com/watch?v=aZ9cCqChMLs
Research Culture https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=03tPiwJ9UTo
International Outreach hitps.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=diA 1bfB2¢-Q
Zoonotics: https://www. youtube.com/watch?v=nocfl-kLiL w

Lugar Center; https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkiUlv_WYnE

9. How much did the U.S. invest in these facilities in Ukraine?

The United States, through DoD’s Cooperative Threat Reduction program, invested in
approximately $200 milfion in Ukraine since 2005. These activities have included building or
renovating laboratories and providing laboratory equipment and fraining to help Ukraine’s
Ministry of Health and Ministry of Agricufture fo conduct safer and more effective disease
detection, to help Ukraine’s Ministry of Defense to protect the health of the Ukrainian Armed
forces, and help Ukraine conduct peer-reviewed biosurveillance studies to understand
pathogens that are endemic in Ukraine and spot indicators of an outbreak.
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DRAFT PRESS RELEASE - CTR ACTIVITIES AND BIOLOGICAL THREAT REDUCTION
PARTNERSHIP WITH UKRAINE

The Department of Defense’s Cooperative Threat Reduction (CTR) Program is a
Congressionally-founded and directed program created to rectify the WMD security gap left after
the collapse of the Soviet Union. In Ukraine, CTR facilitated the removal of Ukraine's 1,800
nuclear warheads and helped return them to Russia. CTR also worked with the government of
Ukraine to eliminate WMD delivery systems and infrastructure such as missiles and missile
silos. CTR has worked with the government of Ukraine to identify legacy Soviet Biological
Weapons (BW) sites and help eliminate and secure dangerous pathogens from that era. Over
the years, this partnership expanded into helping Ukraine’s government upgrade its public and
animal health detection, diagnostic, safety, and security capacity. This investment in Ukrainian
public health capability undoubtedly saved innumerable Ukrainian lives during the ongoing
pandemic as a result of enhanced diagnostic and response to SARS COV-2, It also helped the
Ukrainian government detect and respond to multiple outbreaks of African Swine Fever, a
disease that is highly contagious and lethal to pigs and can cause severe eccnomic disruption.

The United States has made a full and comprehensive declaration of our past biological
weapens program, which ended in 1972, Our country is a State Party and depository of the
1972 Biclogical Weapons Convention and maintains scrupulous compliance with all of its
provisions. The United States does not develop biological weapons, nor does the United States
enable partner countries to do the same. The laboratory upgrades and training provided by the
United States to Ukraine, and other partner countries, is a frequent target of Russian
disinformation campaigns, making unscrupulous and baseless claims that the United States is
developing biological weapons, and even worse, killing people in partner countries. These
claims are outright lies, designed to drive a wedge between the successful biological threat
reduction efforts of the United States and its partner countries.

The laboratories in Ukraine are owned and operated by the government of Ukraine. The

Department of Defense, through the CTR program, continues to partner closely with Ukraine to
improve public and veterinary health and safety.
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Subject: EUCOM Daily News Report Apr 12, 22

Colleagues,
Sce below for your April 12, 2022 news.
COMPETL

1. Sweden and Finland Make Moves (o Jom Nato
(Guardian, Jon Henley, 11 Apr 22)...

Sweden’s ruling party has begun debaling whether the country should join
Nato, and neighbouring Finland expects to reach a decision within weeks, as
Moscow warned that the Nordic nations” accession would “not bring stability™
1o Europe. Both countries are officially non-aligned militarily. but public
support for Nato membership has almost doubled since Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, to about 50% in Sweden and 60% in Finland, multiple opinion polls
suggest. Sweden’s centre-left Social Democrats, led by prime minister
Magdalena Andersson, said their “security review™ was about more than just
joining the 30-nation alliance, adding that the party could decide to apply
even without the backing of members. Having stressed at the outbreak of the
war that non-alignment had “'served Sweden’s interests well”, Andersson said
she was “ready to discuss™ the policy in light of Moscow’s aggression, and

in late March said she “'did not rule out” joining Nato. “When Russia invaded
Ukraine, Sweden's sceurity position changed fundamentally,” the party said
in a statement on Monday. The Social Democrat general sceretary, Tobias
Baudin, said the sceurity review would be complete “before the summer™.

The question is expected (o be a key issue in parliamentary elections due on
11 September, with centre-right opposition partics already saying they would
back a Nato application and the far-right Sweden Democrals alse open to the
idea. Finland, which shares a 1,340km (830-mile) border with Russia and,
like Swedcen, 15 a Nalo pariner aller abandoning ils position ol strict

neutrality at the end of the cold war. is expected to outline its decision
regarding the alliance before midsummer. Alexander Stubb, a former prime
minister of Finland, teld AFP it was **a foregone conclusion™ that Helsinki
would apply to join Nato, probably in time for a June Nato summit in Madrid.




A povernment-commissioned national security review is due to be delivered to
parliament next week to help Finnish MPs decide on the question before they
vote, with ong reeent poll suggesting only six of the country’s 200 MPs were
opposed. “We will have very careful discussions, but not taking any morc
time than we have to,” the country’s prime minister, Sanna Marin, said last
week. T think we will end the discussion before midsummer,™ she said.

Both countrics have received public assurances Irom the Nalo scerctary
general, Jens Stollenberg, that their applications would be welcome, as well

as expressions ol support from several members including the US, UK,
Germany, France and Turkey. But the move would almost ceriainly be seen as a
provocation by the Kremlin, whose spokesperson, Dmitry Peskov, said on
Monday that the alliance was *“a tool geared towards confrontation”™ and that
their possible accession “will not bring stability to the European

continent™.

[Top of the Document]|

2. Ukraine War: Russia Warns Sweden and Finland Against Nato Membership
(BBC, I'1 Apr22}...

Russia has warned Finland and Sweden against joining Nato, arguing the move
would not bring stability to Europe. Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov told
reporters that "the alliance remains a tool geared towards confrontation”.

[t comes as US defence officials said Moscow's invasion of Ukraine has been
a "massive strategic blunder” which is likely to bring Nato enlargement. US
officials cxpeet the Nordic neighbours to bid for membership of the

alliance, potentially as carly as Junc. Washington is believed to support

the move which would sce the Western alliance grow to 32 members. US State
Department officials said last week thal discussions had taken place between
Nato leaders and forcign ministers from Ielsinki and Stockhelm. Belore it
launched its invasion, Russia demanded that the alliance agree to halt any
future enlargement, but the war has led to the deployment of more Nalo

troops on ils castern [lank and a rise in public support for Swedish and

Finnish membership.

Finnish MPs are expected to receive a security report from intelligence
officials this week, and Prime Minister Sanna Marin said she expects her
government "will end the discussion before midsummer” on whether to make a
membership application. Finland shares a 1,340km {830 miles) long border
with Russia and has been rattled by the invasion of Ukraine. And Sweden's
ruling Social Demeocratic party, which has traditionally opposed Nato
membership, said it is rethinking this position in light of Russia's attack

on its western neighbour. Party secretary Tobias Baudin told local media

that the Nato review should be complete within the next few months. "When
Russia invaded Ukraine, Sweden's sceurity position changed fundamentally,”
the party said in a statement on Monday. But Moscow has been clear that it
opposcs any potential enlargement of the alliance. Mr Peskov wamed the bloc
"is not that kind of alliance which cnsures peace and stability, and its

further expansion will not bring additional sceurity to the European
continent”.



Last week Mr Peskov said that Russia would have to "rebalance the situation”
with its own measures were Sweden and Finland to join Nato. And in February
Maria Zakharova, Russia's forcign ministry spokeswoman, warned of "military
and political consequences” if the countrics joined the bloe. Nato was

formed in 1949 to counter the threat of Sovict expansion, though since the

fall of the Berlin wall a number of formerly communist castern Curopean
counlrics have joined. Member slales agree 1o come to one anolher's aid in

the cvent ol an armed atlack against any individual member slale. Despile

the threats, both countries have pushed ahead with their bids and stepped up
delence spending. On Monday, army leaders in [elsinki announced a new plan
to allocate €14m (£10.88m} lo purchasc drones for Finland's military. And

last month Swedish olTicials said they would boost defence spending by three
billion kronas ($317m; £243m) in 2022.
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3. US Sanctions Western Balkan Figures, Citing ‘Threat to Regional Security’
(Politico, Nektaria Stamouli, 11 Apr 22)...

The United States sanctioned seven people in the Western Balkans on Monday,
including former leaders of North Macedonia and the short-lived State Union
of Serbia and Montenegro, calling them a “serious threat to regional

stability.” Those targeted — from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Montenegro and North Macedonia — were added to the list of specially
designated nationals, maintained by the U.S. Treasury Department™s Office of
Forcign Asscts Control, or OFAC. This means their asscts arc blocked, U.S.
citizens are generally prohibited from dealing with them, and they are also
banned from entering the ULS. “The people designated today constitute a
serious threat o regional siability, institutional trust, and the

aspirations of those secking democraiic and judicious governance in the
Western Balkans,” said Brian Nelson, the Treasury s undersceretary [or
terrorism and (inancial intelligence, in a slalemenlt. Those listed include
Svetozar Marovic, the last president of the [ormer State Union of Scrbia and
Montenegro, which disselved in 2006, Marovic also served as deputy president
of the Democratic Party of Socialists of Montenegro until 2013, when he was
arrested over his involvement in corruption scandals related to construction
projects. He admitted to the charges and signed two plea deals, but before
serving his sentence he fled to Serbia, where he now resides. Montenegro’s
govermment has been seeking his extradition from Belgrade since 2019,

North Macedonia’s former Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski is also named.
Gruevski was convicted by a court in his country on corruption-related
charges, but fled and received asylum in Hungary, which the U.S. Treasury
said “represents a scricus sctback for accountability for corruption and
corruption-related activitics in North Macedonia.™ OFAC also designated
Gruevski's former chief of counterintelligence, Saso Mijalkov, who the
Treasury says was accuscd of being involved in a vote-rigging scheme and an
illegal wiretapping operation targeting opposition politicians, judges and
journalists “that provided political and cconomic gain, and which
precipitated a two-year political crisis in the country.” From Albania, the
list includes former MP Aqil Rakipi and media mogul Ylli Ndroqi, accusing



him of using his outlets to “extort and blackmail Albanian citizens.” [t
also includes Asim Sarajlic, a member of the parliament of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and the country’s former chief prosceutor, Gordana Tadic.
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4. How Mecta Fumbled Propaganda Moedcration During Russia's Invasion of
Ukraine
(Reulers, Katic Paul and Munsit Vengallil, 11 Apr 22)...

Days afler the March 9 bormbing of a maternity and children's hospital in the
Ukrainian cily ol Mariupol, comments claiming the attack never happencd
began flooding the queues of workers moderating Faccbook and [nslagram
contenl on behall of the apps' owner, Mela Platforms (FB.O}. The bombardiment
killed at least three people. including a child, Ukraine's President

Volodymyr Zelenskiy said publicly. Images of bloodied, heavily pregnant
women fleeing through the rubble, their hands cradling their bellies,

sparked immediate outrage worldwide. Among the most-recognized women was
Mariana Vishegirskaya. a Ukrainian fashion and beauty influencer. Photos of
her navigating down a hospital stairwell in polka-dot pajamas circulated
widely after the attack, captured by an Associated Press photographer.

Online expressions of support for the mother-to-be quickly turned to attacks
on her [nstagram account, according to two contractors directly moderating
content from the conflict on Facebook and Instagram. They spoke to Reuters
on condition of anonvmity, citing non-disclosure agreements that barred them
from discussing their work publicly. The case involving the beauty

influcneer is just one example of how Mcta's content policics and
enforcement mechanisms have enabled pro-Russian propaganda during the
Ukraine invasion, the moderators told Reuters. Russian officialdom scized on
the imagcs, sctting them side-by-side against her glossy Instagram photos in
an cffort to persuade viewers that the attack had been faked. On state
television and social media, and in the chamber of the U.N. Sccurity

Council, Moscow alleged - [alsely - that Vishegirskava had donned make-up
and multiple oullits in an claborately staged hoax orchestrated by Ukrainian
forces. Swarms of comments accusing the influencer of duplicity and being an
aclress appearcd underneath old Instagram posts of her posed with tubes of
makeup, the moderalors said. At the height of the onslaught, comments
containing false allegations about the woman accounted for most of the
material in one moderator's content queue, which normally would have
contained a mix of posts suspected of violating Meta's myriad policies. the
person recalled. "The posts were vile," and appeared to be orchestrated. the
moderator told Reuters. But many were within the company's rules, the person
said, because they did not directly mention the attack. "l couldn't do

anything about them,” the moderator said. Reuters was unable to contact
Vishegirskaya. Meta declined to comment on its handling of the activity
involving Vishegirskaya, but said in a statement to Reuters that multiple
teams are addressing the issue. "We have separate, expert teams and outside
partners that review misinformation and inauthentic behavior and we have
been applying our policies to counter that activity forcefully throughout

the war," the statement said. Meta policy chicf Nick Clegg separately told
reporters on Wednesday that the company was considering new steps to address
misinformation and hoax¢s from Russian government pages, without
claborating. read more Russia's Ministry of Digital Development,
Communications and Mass Mcdia and the Kremlin did not respond to requests
for comment. Representatives of Ukraine did not respond to a request [or
conmmenl.



Bascd at a moderation hub of several hundred people revicwing content from
Eastern Curope, the two contractors are foot seldiers in Mcta's battle to
police content from the conflict. They are among tens of thousands of
low-paid workers at outsourcing firms around the world that Meta contracts
to ¢nforee its rules. The tech giant has sought to position itsclf as a
responsible steward of online specch during the invasion, which Russia calls
a "special operation” (o disarm and "denazify” its neighbor. Just a [ew days
o the war, Mcla imposed restrictions on Russian state media and ook down
a small network ol coordinaied [ake accounts that 1t said were trying (o
undermine trust in the Ukrainian government. [t later said it had pulled
down anolher Russia-based network that was [alsely reporling people for
violations like hate speech or bullying., while beating back attempts by
previously disabled networks to return to the platform. Meanwhile, the
company attempted to carve out space for users in the region to express

their anger over Russia’s invasion and 1o issue calls to arms in ways Meta
normally would not permit. In Ukraine and 11 other countries across Eastern
Europe and the Caucasus, it created a series of temporary "spirit of the
policy" exemptions to its rules barring hate speech, violent threats and

more; the changes were intended to honor the general principles of those
policies rather than their literal wording, according to Meta instructions

to moderators seen by Reuters. For example, it permitted "dehumanizing
speech against Russian soldiers™ and calls for death to Russian President
Vladimir Putin and his ally Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko,
unless those calls were considered ercdible or contained additional targets,
according to the instruetions viewed by Reuters.

The changes became a {lashpoint for Meta as il navigated pressures both
mside the company and [rom Moscow, which opened a criminal case into the
firm afier a March 10 Reuters report made the carve-outs public. Russia also
banncd Faccbook and Instagram inside its borders, with a court accusing Mela
ol "extrenust activity." read more Meta walked back elements ol the
exceplions aller the Reuters report. It first limited them 1o Ukraine alone

and then canceled one altogether, according to documents reviewed by
Reuters, Meta's public statements, and interviews with two Meta staffers.

the two moderators in Europe and a third moderator who handles
English-language content in another region who had seen the advisories. The
documents offer a rare lens into how Meta interprets its policies, called
community standards. The company says its system is neutral and rule-based.
Critics say it is often reactive, driven as much by business considerations

and news cycles as by principle. It's a complaint that has dogged Meta in
other global conflicts including Myanmar, Syria and Ethiopia. Social media
researchers say the approach allows the company to escape accountability for
how its policies affect the 3.6 billion users of its services. The shifting
guidance over Ukraine has generated confusion and frustration for
moderators, who say they have 90 seconds on average to decide whether a
given post violates policy, as first reported by the New York Times. Reuters
independently confirmed such frustrations with three modcrators. After
Reuters reported the exemptions on March 10, Mcta policy chief Nick Clegg
said in a statcment the next day that Mcta would allow such specch only in
Ukraine. Two days later, Clegg told employces the company was reversing
altogether the exempltion that had allowed uscrs 1o call for the deaths of



Putin and Lukashenko, according to a March 13 internal company post seen by
Reuters. At the end of March, the company extended the remaining
Ukrainc-only cxemptions through April 30, the documents show. Reuaters is the
first to report this extension, which allows Ukrainians to continue engaging

in certain types of violent and dechumanizing speech that normally would be
off-limits. [nside the company, writing on an internal social platform, some
Meta employees expressed frustration that Faccbook was allowing Ukrainians
to make statcments that would have been deemed out of hounds for users
posting about previous conflicts in the Middle East and other parts of the
world, according 1o copics ol the messages viewed by Reulers. "Seems this
policy is sayving hale speech and violence is ok 171t 15 largeling the

right’ people,” one cployece wrole, onc of 900 comments on a posl about the
changes. Meanwhile, Mela gave moderators no guidance o enhance (heir
ability lo disablc posts promoling false narralives aboul Russia's invasion,

like denials that civilian deaths have occurred. the people told Reuters.

The company declined to comment on its guidance to moderators.

[n theory, Meta did have a rule that should have enabled moderators to
address the mobs of commenters directing baseless vitriol at Vishegirskaya,
the pregnant beauty influencer. She survived the Mariupol hospital bombing
and delivered her baby, the Associated Press reported. Meta's harassment
policy prohibits users from "posting content about a violent tragedy, or
victims of violent tragedies that include claims that a violent tragedy did

not oceur,” according to the Community Standards published on its website.
[t cited that rule when it removed posts by the Russian Embassy in London
that had pushed false claims about the Mariupol bombing following the March
0 attack. But because the rule is narrowly defined. two of the moderators
said, it could be used only sparingly to battle the online hate campaign
against the beauty influencer that followed. Posts that explicitly alleged

thal the bombing was staged were eligible [or removal, bul comments such as
"you're such a good actress” were considered oo vague and had (o stay up,
even when the sublext was clear, they said. Guidance [rom Meta enabling
commenlers to consider conlexi and enloree the spirit of thal policy could
have helped, they added. Meta declined o comment on whether the rule
applicd (o the comments on Vishegirskaya's account. At the same lime, even
explicit posts proved elusive 1o Meta's enforcement systems. A week after
the bombing. versions of the Russian Embassy posts were still circulating on
at least eight official Russian accounts on Facebook, including its

embassies in Denmark, Mexico and Japan, according to an Israeli watchdog
organization, FakeReporter. read more One showed a red "fake" label laid
over the Associated Press photos of Mariupol. with text claiming the attack
on Vishegirskaya was a hoax, and pointing readers to "more than 500 comments
from real users" on her Instagram account condemning her for participating
in the alleged ruse. Meta removed those posts on March 16, hours after
Reuters asked the company about them, a spokesperson confirmed. Meta
declined to comment on why the posts had evaded its own detection svstems.
The following day, on March 17, Mcta designated Vishegirskaya an
"inveluntary public person.” which meant modcerators could finally start
deleting the comments under the company's bullying and harassment policy.,
they told Reuters. But the change, they said, came too late. The flow of
posts related to the woman had alrcady slowed to a trickle.
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5. Putin's Mysterious Facebook 'Superfans’ on a Mission
(BBC, Jack Goodman & Olga Rebinson, 11 Apr 22}...

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has been widely condemned in many parts of the
world, but a network of Facebook groups run by people with obscure
motivations would like to change pereeptions of the country's leader.

Millions of people have viewed posts committed to portraying President
Vladimir Putin as smiling, benevolent and peaec-loving. These are Putin's
superlans - and we've been tracking what they do and where they come from.

The BBC has been investigating these huge pro-Putin groups with the help of
researchers from the Institule for Strategic Dialogue (ISDY. [SD experts
identified 1O pro-Putin public groups, boasting names such as Vladimir Putin

- Leader of the Free World. The groups have more than 650,000 members
between them. Content includes photos and messages praising the Russian
leader, written in a number of languages, including English, Russian, Farsi,
Arabic and Khimer. Not only are they popular, but they are very active. Over
the past month, researchers counted 16,500 posts. receiving more than 3.6
million interactions. The overall aim of the groups seems to be to promote

Mr Putin as a hero standing up to the West, with overwhelming international
support. The images often show the Russian leader "walking confidently,
holding puppies, staring longingly into the camera, saluting troops, and

riding an array of wild animals, including bears and liens". These groups

have gained more than 100,000 new members sinec the start of the invasion on
24 February. Digging into the details of the people driving most of the

content, it emerged that many of the fans listed as administrators of the

groups have duplicate accounts under the same name. The rescarchers found at
lcast 100 such accounts in the network. These accounts gencrally follow cach
other and sometimes post heart-warming messages or send heart emojis to cach
other. And they administer these pro-Putin accounts alongside others
prelending to be the Russian Federation or the Russian security scrvices,
which are clearly [ake. Runmng duplicale accounls is a potenlial violation

ol Facchook's rules on inauthentic behaviour, the 1SD says. Lead rescarcher
Mouslala Ayad calls the practice an example of "astrolurling” - an online
opceration mvolving mulliple accounlts that lalsely gives something the
impression of wider grassroots support. The campaign "creates the appearance
of widespread support for Putin and the Kremlin in the shadow of the

invasion and relies on... inauthentic accounts to accomplish its goal”,
according to the ISD report.

A closer examination of some of the group admins shows some unusual
activity. One, named Marine, who says her location is Syria, uses three
separate accounts to generate support for the president. Her three accounts,

in Arabic, post at the same time every day. Another moderator, Victoria,
from Cambodia, has been pushing content in a Khmer language group. Since 4
February, her posts have generated more than 34,000 reactions and have been
shared maore than 4,000 times. And Marine and Victoria jointly run a
Khmer-language Facchook page, part of a wider pattern of co-ordination
between some of the accounts. Posts are widely shared across different
groups. For instance, another account listed as located in Bulgaria posted

the same Putin image 12 times in the space of a couple of minutes. We ried
to conlact the people behind all of these accounts for comment, but didn't



have much luck. But a man in Kenya, called Raj, who's in several of these
groups and includes "Putin” at the end of his name on Facebook, did answer
the phonc when we rang. [n a bricf conversation, he called the president a
"great leader” but said he didn't want to discuss the war. We emailed him
further questions about his interest in Russia, but he didn't respond.

Hasmik, from Armenia, says she's a journalist and now helps to run six
pro-Putin groups. We asked who invited her to do it. She told us it was the
people already running the groups and said that she wasn't paid for her
clforts.

[t's difficult to glean the motivations of the people behind the accounts.

There 15 no obvious link (o the Russian government and unlike other
well-known Russian disinformation campaigns, the network isn't subtle; nor
do the people involved hide their intentions. But we can't rule out the
possibility that the network has some links to the Russian authorities or
pro-Putin elements inside Russia. Many people around the world are drawn to
Mr Putin and his anti-West view of the world. We contacted Facebook, which
says it has policies against fake accounts and has suspended a number of
accounts based on information from the report and their own investigations.
"We're continuing to take strong action to prevent the spread of
misinformation relating to the crisis in Ukraine," says a spokesman for

parent company Meta.

[n the course of our rescarch, we eame across another interesting phenomenon
- Vladimir Putin impersonation accounts. Mr Putin is onc of the few world
lcaders who doesn't use social media, and there's no official Faccbook
account in his name. He reputedly doesn't even have a smartphone. According
to his spokesman, Mr Pulin simply "does nol nced” social media as it

"doesn'l give him anything he doesn't have already”. But some have [illed

the gap left by his online absence. The page on Facebook displayed above had
more than three million followers until it was taken down [or impersonation
shortly alter the invasion at the cnd of February. A significant number of

15 subscribers - more than 700,000 - joined during the pandemic, when the
page was talking up Russian-made Covid vaccines. More recently, the page was
posting messages amplifving the Kremlin's view of the war, and many
commenting on it appeared to believe it contained the genuine words of the
Russian president. Shortly after the invasion, a post on the page declared

the goal of the "operation” was "peacekeeping... aimed only at the
demilitarisation of a neighbouring country”. This message was shared and
liked more than 200,000 times. And the page also had a habit of tagging
people in its messages about Mr Putin, including users identified by
researchers as having duplicate accounts. In other words, it was interacting
with the Putin superfans. We don't know who's behind this account. The
people managing it are based in Russia and Latvia, according to the page's
transparency scetion. Fan pages arc fertile ground to drum up support for

the Kremlin internationally, says Nika Alckscjeva, a rescarcher at the

Digital Forensic Rescarch Lab (DFRLab), part of the Atlantic Council think
tank. "They may help to build public support in foreign countrics for

Russia's so-called 'military operation in Ukraine' unless taken down by
mainstream social media platforms,” she says. DFRLab documented how one
Putin-mmpersonalor account posting in Arabic had paid for adverts largeting
uscers 1n several countrics, including Algeria, Libya, Egypt, Yemen, Morocco,



Lebanon, and Tunisia. The page had more than one million followers, but has
since been deleted. Another prominent Putin page. pested in Arabic, used to
be managed by a man who is also a big fan of Syrian lcader Bashar al-Assad.
[t attracted almost a million followers before recently disappearing.

[Top of the Document)]

6. China’s Cchoces of Russia’s Alternate Reality Intensify Around the World
{(New York Times, Paul Mozur, Sieven Lee Myers, and John Liu, 11 Apr 22)...

When Twilter pul up a warning message atop a Russian governmenlt post denying
civilian killings in Bucha, Ukraine, last weck, China’s staic media rushed

to its defense. “On Twiller @mia_russia’s statement on #Bucha gol censored,”
wrole Frontline, a Twiller account associated with China’s oflicial
English-language broadcaster, CGTN. In a Chinese Communist Party newspaper,
an article declared that Russians had offered definitive evidence to prove

that the lurid photos of bodies in the streets of Bucha, a suburb of

Ukraine’s capital, Kyiv, were a hoax. A party television station in Shanghai
said Ukraine’s government had created the grisly tableaux to win sympathy in
the West. “Obviocusly, such evidence would not be admissible in court,” the
report said. Only a month ago, the White House warned China not to amplify
Russia’s campaign to sow disinformation about the war in Ukraine. The
Chinese efforts have intensified anyway, contradicting and disputing the
policies of NATO capitals, even as Russia faced renewed condemnation for the
killings in Bucha and other atrocities in recent days. The result has been

to create an alternate reality of the war — not just for the consumption of
China’s citizens but also for a global audicnce. The propaganda has

challenged the Western efforts to isolate Russia diplomatically,

particularly in the Middle Cast, Africa and Latin America, which have been
fertile ground for conspiracy theorics and distrust of the United States.

“Russia and China have long shared distrust and animosity toward the West,”
said Bret Schafer, an analyst who tracks disinlormation for the Alliance lor
Sceuring Democracy, a nonprolit group in Washington. “On Ukraine, ii’s a
level above that  just the exient to which they have parroted some pretly
specilic and in some cases prelly [ar-fetched claims from Russia.”

The campaign by China has further undercut the country’s effort to present
itself as a neutral actor in the war, eager to promote a peaceful

resolution. In fact, its diplomats and official journalists have become
combatants in the informational war to legitimize Russia’s claims and
discredit international concerns about what appear to be war crimes. Since
the war began, they have parroted the Kremlin's justitications for it,
including President Viadimir V. Putin’s claim that he was fighting a
neo-Nazi government in Kyiv. On Twitter alone, they have used the word
*Nazi"” — which Russia uses as a rallying cry — more times in the six weeks
of the war so far than they did in the six months before, according to a
databasc ereated by the Allianec for Sceuring Democracy. [nan example on
Wednesday, an official with China’s Ministry of Forcign Affairs tweeted a
doctored photo appearing to show Nazis holding a flag with a swastika next
to flags of Ukraine and the United States. “Surprisingly, the US stands with
the neo-Nazis!™ the official, Li Yang, wrote of the image, which originally
featurcd a nco-Nazi flag in place of the American flag. The timing and
subjcets of many of the themes prominent in the countrics’ coverage suggesl
coordination or at least a shared view ol the world and the United States”



pre-eminent role in it. China’s attacks on the United States and the NATO
alliance, for example, now closely hew to those in Russian state media
blaming thc West for the war. At times, ¢ven the wording — in English for
global audicnees — 15 almost identical.

After YouTube banned RT and Sputnik, two Russian television channels, for
contenl “minimizing or Wrivializing well-documented violent events,” both RT
and Froniline accused the platform of hypocrisy. They did so using the same
videos of former American oflicials, including President George W. Bush,
President Barack Obama and Iillary Rodham Clinlon, joking aboul weapons,
drones and the killing of Col. Muammar ¢l-Qaddali, the former Libyan leader.
In another inslance, the same accounts used a video of Joseph R. Biden Jr.
warning in 1997, when he was a senator, that NATO’s eastward expansion could
provoke a “vigorous and hostile™ reaction from Russia to suggest that Mr.
Putin"s decision to go to war was justified. China’s efforts have made it

clear that the White House's warning did little to influence Beijing.

China’s propagandists have instead intensified their efforts, amplifving not
only the Kremlin's broad views about the war but also some of the most
blatant lies about its conduct. “If you're just looking at the outputs, then

that message didn't get through,” Mr. Schafer said. “If anything, we've seen
them sort of double down.” The White House did not respond to a request for
comment about China’s support of Russian disinformation.

Whilc the extent of any direct collusion between Russian and Chinese on war
propaganda remains uncertain, the roots of cooperation in international

media outreach stretch back nearly a decade. China’s leader, Xi Jinping,
pledged to decpen tics between Russian and Chingse state media on his first
forcign tnp in 2013 1o Moscow. Since then, the two countries” myriad
stale media organs have signed dozens of pledges (o share conlent. Spulnik
alone has reached 17 agreements with major Chinese media, which shared ils
articles over 2,500 times 1n 2021, according (o Vasily V. Pushkov, (he
mnlernational cooperalion director for Rossiva Segodnya, the state company
thal owns and operates Sputnik. The (wo have laken other cucs from cach
other as well. In mid-March, after Russia Today began to use clips of the

Fox News host Tucker Carlson to support the idea that the United States was
developing bioweapons in Ukraine, Chinese state media also began to pick up
Mr. Carlson’s broadcasts. On March 26, Mr. Carlson was quoted on China’s
flagship nightly news broadcast, averring that “it turns out our government
has for some time funded biolabs in Ukraine.” The next day, the
English-language channel, CGTN, repeated a Russian claim tving the labs to
the laptops of Hunter Biden, the American president’s son. Russian and
Chinese state media have also increasingly drawn on the opinicns of the same
group of internet celebrities, pundits and influencers, featuring them on

their shows as well as in YouTube videos. One of them, Benjamin Norton, is a
journalist who claimed that a coup sponsored by the United States government
took place in Ukraine in 2014 and that U.5. officials had installed the

lcaders of the current Ukrainian government. He first explained the
conspiracy thecory on RT, although it was later picked up by Chinese state
media and tweeted by aceounts like Frontline. In a March interview, which
China’s state broadeaster, CCTV, trumpeted as an exclusive, Mr. Norton said
the United States, not Russia, was 10 blame [or Russia’s invasion.

“Regarding the current situalion 1n Ukraine, Benjamin said thalt this is not



a war caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, but a war planned and provoked
by the United States as early as 2014, an unnamed CCTV narrator said.

At times, China’s information campaigns have scemed to contradict the
country’s official diplematic statements, undercutting China’s cfforts to

play down the links between its relationship with Russia and the brutal
mvasion. On Wednesday, Zhao Lijian, a spokesman [or China’s Minisiry ol
Foreign Aftairs, called the images ftom Bucha “disturbing™ and asked [or all
parlics Lo “cxercise restraint and avoid groundless accusations.” Only the

day before, Chen Weihua, a vocal and prolific editor at China Daily, which
15 owned by the Chinese governmenl, seemed Lo do just that. He retwected a
widely sharcd post that said there was not “one iota” of proof ol massacre

in Bucha and accused the West of “staging atrocities to jack up emotions,
demonize adversaries and extend wars.” Mr. Chen is one strand of a sprawling
network of diplomats, government-controlled media. and state-backed pundits
and influencers who have extended China’s domestic narrative about the
conflict to overseas platforms like Twitter and Facebook. Central to their
message is that the United States and NATO, not Mr. Putin, are responsible
for the war. One political cartoon, shared by state media and Chinese
diplomats, portrayed the European Union as kidnapped by Uncle Sam and
chained to a tank with a NATO flag. Another, from a Chinese diplomat in St
Petersburg, Russia, showed an arm with a stars-and-stripes sleeve stuffed up
the back of a European Union puppet brandishing a spear. Other images
portraving the Curopean Union as a lackey of the United States came out of a
number of official Chinese accounts in the run-up to a tense mecting between
Mr. Xi and th¢ European Union, in which Europe called on China not to
subvert Western sanctions or support Russia’s war. Maria Repnikova, a
professor of global communication at Georgia State University who studics
China and Russia information campaigns, said the two countries had “a shared
vision ol resenting the West™ thal drove nationalistic sentiment at hone. Al
the same time, the shared messages have resonated globally, especially
oulside the United Stales and Europe. “[t's not coordination but echocs of
the similar sert of concerns or stance when it comes (o this war,” she said

ol views in Alrica and other parts of the world. “China is also trying o
showcase thal it’s not isolaled.”

[Top of the Document]|
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7. US Army Chief of Staff on Hand as Ally Lithuania Announces Training for
Ukrainians
(Stars & Stripes, John Vandiver. |1 Apr 22}..

Lithuania will host a mission to train Ukrainian soldiers to use new
weaponry that the Baltic country’s fellow NATO allies are sending Kyiv to
assist in its war against invading Russian forecs. Lithuanian defensce

officials announced the plan Sunday, the same day U.S. Army chief of staff
Cien. James MceConville was in the country for sceurity talks. Meanwhilg, the
Pentagon said Sunday that it had concluded a scparate training ¢ffort with
Ukrainian forces in the U.S. The troops were being trained on operating
maritime patrol craft and usc of weapons systems, such as the Switchblade
drone, that the U.S. is now providing to Ukraine. “To achicve maximum
elfect, we will soon organize military (raining [or Ukrainian troops here in



Lithuania,” Lt. Gen. Valdemaras Rupsys, the Lithuanian defense chief, told
local reporters. The effort will center on training Ukrainian military
instructors, who can in turn pass on their weapons knowledge to
rank-and-file troops in Ukraine, Rupsys told the Delfi news agency. Rupsys
also held talks with McConville, who told reporters that the Pentagoen
continues to assess what the future American foree structure will look like
in countrics such as Lithuania, which have been cager for a larger American
military presence. “We have rotational forees here, and our policymakers
have said that they will defend every inch of NATO,” Delfi queted McConville
as saying. “And they are working through what that will look like as far as
rotational or permanent roops as we speak.”

For now, there are no immediate plans for U.S soldiers to join the

Lithuanian initiative, which is expected to begin in the coming weeks. “We
can’t speculate on whether or not that could change in the future,” U.S,

Army Europe and Africa said in a statement Monday. The U.S. has long been
involved in the training of the Ukrainian military. For vears, the Army
operated out of a site in western Ukraine that was focused on preparing

troops to fight Russian-backed separatists in the eastern region known as

the Donbas. However, because of security concerns, the American training was
put on hold less than two weeks before Feb. 24, the date Russia launched its
full-fledged invasion. The Russia-Ukraine war was preceded by a buildup of
about 200,000 Russian service members and materiel near Ukraine's borders on
thrce sides. At the time of the halt in the LS. training, about 160

National Giuard soldicrs were relocated from Ukraine to Germany, where they
continug to take part in other Army instruction in Gurope.

[Top of the Document)]

8. Wesiern Nations Adapl Their Ukraine Ilelp as War Entlers New Phase
(DelenseNews, Joc Gould, 11 Apr 22)...

The U.S. and its allics arc preparing to send heavier weapons (o Ukraine in
anticipation of Russia focusing its cfforts on the castem part of the

counlry. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson paid a surprise visil lo
Ukrainian President Vlodymyr Zelenskyy in Kyviv on Saturday, where he pledged
120 anmored vehicles and new anti-ship missile systems. This came a day
after he promised to send an additional £100 million {U.S. $130 million} of
high-grade military equipment to Ukraine, saying Britain wants to help
Ukraine defend itself against Russian aggression. [n the United States,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley forecast the war's
new phase will play out in flat, open terrain and will increasingly involve
armor and artillery. On Monday, a senior defense official said the Pentagon
will send arms to Ukraine for that fight, including more Javelin anti-tank
weapons as well as counter-artillery radars. 1 don’t think they’re in
Ukraine yet, but they’re on the move,” the Pentagon official said of the
Javelins. “That’s a very specific example of how we're trying to help the
Ukrainians in this particular ncw phase of the conflict.™

Thwartcd in its carly plan for a quick takcover of the capital Kyiv, Russia
15 resupplying and reinforcing ils imvasion [orce in castem Ukraine with an
8-mile convoy of vehicles. The group, which includes command-and-control



support and possibly helicopters for air support, is apparently headed
toward [zium in the Kharkiv region of eastern Ukraine - all while Russia is
reinforcing its positions southwest of Donetsk with artillery units. The
action comes as Ukrainian Forcign Minister Dmytro Kuleba called for morc
weapons for his country, and stronger sanctions against Moscow, during
mectings with NATO foreign ministers in Brusscls last week. Ahead of the
talks, Kuleba said his agenda was “very simple - it has only three items on
it: It’s weapons, weapons and weapons.” A S100 million package of U.S.
securily assislance announced last weck included Javelins, four
counler-artillery and counter-UAV (racking radars, [our counter-mortar radar
systems, armored Humvees, and laser-guided rocket syslems.

The Czech Republic became the first NATO member to send tanks to Ukraine,
which included T-72 and BVP-1 infantry fighting vehicles. Reuters reported
last week. The package of military aid Britain announced last week includes
more Starstreak anti-aircraft missiles, another 800 anti-tank missiles and
precision munitions capable of lingering in the sky until directed to their
target. “Ukraine has defied the odds and pushed back Russian forces from the
gates of Kyiv, achieving the greatest feat of arms of the 21st century,”

Johnson said in a statement. “[t is because of President Zelenskyy’s

resolute leadership and the invincible heroism and courage of the Ukrainian
people that [Russian President Vladimir] Putin’s monstrous aims are being
thwarted." [t's a trickier political question in Germany, where Chancellor

Olaf Scholz is reportedly delaying a final decision on whether to send

Cierman tanks to Ukraine. While the Defence Ministry argues it needs them for
its own use, German Forcign Minister Annalena Bacrbock said Monday that
Ukraine needs “heavy weapons.” “Now is not the time for excuses; now is the
time for ereativity and pragmatism,” Baerbock said at a mecting of European
Union forcign affairs ministers in Luxembourg. Russia warned Thursday that
supplying weapons (0 Ukraine would (hwart ongoing peace negolialions between
the two countries. “Pumping weapons inte Ukraine will not contribule o the
success of Russian-Ukrainian (alks,” Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry Peskov
said.

[Top of the Document]

9. Germany’s Baerbock Calls for *Heavy Weapons® for Ukraine
(Politico, Hans von der Burchard, 11 Apr 22)...

German Foreign Minister Annalena Baerbock on Monday urged Western countries
to supply Ukraine with “heavy weapons,” while issuing thinly veiled
criticism of Chancellor Olaf Scholz, who has delayed deliveries of tanks to
Kviv. "What's clear: Ukraine needs more military material, especially heavy
weapons,” Baerbock said at a meeting of EU foreign affairs ministers in
Luxembourg, adding that “the terrible horror that we see every day” in
Russia’s war against Ukraine made the need for such supplies “more than
clear.” Germany has alrcady delivered defensive weapons such as anti-tank
missiles to Ukraine, while “heavy weapons™ implics sending tanks, artillery
or advanced air defense systems. POLITICO reported last week that Scholz is
delaying a final decision on whether to send German tanks to Ukraine,
despite pressure from his coalition partners the Greens, led by Bacrbock and
Vice-Chancellor Robert Habeek. The forcign minister also issued indircet but
harsh criticism ol Scholz’s position: “Now 15 not the time for excuscs: now

15 the time for creativity and pragmatism,” she said.



Scholz argued last week that Germany should reach a common position with
allics on delivering tanks before sending them to Ukraine, while the German
defense ministry, which is led by Scholz’s Social Democratie Party collcague
Christine Lambrecht, argucd that Germany could not immediately deliver tanks
to Ukraine from its own amy stock because it needs them for its own defense
as wcell as for NATO tasks. A delense ministry spokesperson argued on Monday
thal supplying Ukrainc with ollensive weapons was complicated and would
require additional (raining as well as logistical support for mainlenance

and spare parts. Yel Bacrbock pushed back against that argument, calling for
“ereativily and pragmatism” 1o solve “1ssucs such as replacement malerials

and joint training” 1n order o support Ukrainc as soon as possible.”

Western officials have said that Russia is preparing for a major offensive

in Eastern Ukraine in the coming weeks. The Ukrainian government has
appealed to Germany and other EU governments to supply tanks and air defense
systems to stop that offensive and also to be able 1o take back Ukrainian
territories that are currently occupied by Russian forces.

[Top of the Document]

0. Russia Could Triple Troop Numbers in Bid to Take Donbas, Say Western
Officials
(Independent, Patrick Daly, 11 Apr22)...

Vladimir Putin is cxpected to double or even possibly triple the number of
Russian troops in the Donbas as the Russian president resorts to a
“diminished™ invasion strategy, according to Western officials. The amassing
of troops, however, will not necessarily give Moscow an advantage over
Ukraine, with Kyiv's forees having had success in pushing back insurgents in
the cast ol the country, they said. The Russian leader has been foreed o
“diminish considerably” the plan in Ukraine, onc oflicial said, anud
suggestions Mr Putin wants 1o lake the Donbas region before May & when
Russia traditionally marks the Sovict Union’s World War Two viclory against
Nazi Germany with military parades in Moscow  in an atlempl o claim
viclory lor his so-called “special operation”. Another official said: “I

would imagine that, at outside estimates, what you’re looking at is a force
which is probably the Russians looking to double or even treble the amount
of force that they bring into that Donbas area. “But [ would note that that

is going to take some considerable time to bring them up to that sort of
number. “And even when they bring themselves to that number. there is a
question over how effectively they can bring those forces into the battle,
*The Russians have shown themselves to be not very effective in this
invasion as to being able to use their numerical advantage effectively to
actually bring about a decisive engagement.”

[t comes after Downing Street confirmed further details of the Prime
Minister's trip to the Ukrainian capital to mect with President Volodymyr
Zelensky. Boris Johnson held talks with his counterpart over a dinner of
roast beef after touring Independence Square on Saturday. The British leader
was in Kyiv for around five hours, and travelled by car, helicopter,

mililary plane and (rain, according 10 a No 10 spokeswoman. Weslern
ollicials said they hoped (hat, with Russia’s military regrouping and moving



east, more European leaders could travel to Kyiv to show solidarity “on the
ground™ with Ukraine. While Russian troops are poorly-led and
ill-disciplined, they are alse becoming desensitised by the war, an official
said, lcading to “revolting” behaviour, such as the “targeting of

civilians”. The Forcign Office said it was “shocked™ by reports of mass
graves being found in the village of Buzova cutside Kyiv. Local officials
said bodics showing “cvidence of execution™ had been discovered following
the Russian withdrawal. Buzova is ncar Bucha, another town where atrocitics
were discovered  although Russia has claimed the scenes from the allermath
ol its occupalion were siaged.

The UK will work with allics to “invesligale war crimes and cnsurc juslice
is done™, a Foreign Office spokesman said. The next phase of the conflict is
expected to see focus shift to the south east of Ukraine, although it is not
known when a fresh assault will commence. Western officials said that 37 to
3% Russian bartalion tactical groups are “non-combat effective™ — up by
almost 10 on last week’s estimate. The total force available is about 90
battalion tactical groups, with between 700 and 1,000 troops said to be
contained in each one. One ofticial said: It is clear there is an intent to
reinforce the Russian presence in and around those forces, both in and
surrounding the Donbas. “We're already starting to see some Russian forces
continue their attacks into the Donbas, and we are also seeing Ukrainian
forces being effective in causing them problems. [ think the losses that
we’ve scen and the scale of losses, regardless of the reinforcing of their
forces into the Donbas, it is still unclear how they (Russia) arc going to
overcome some of the morale issucs they will have with their troops. “And
we’ve scen numbers of troops being unwilling to fight and refusing to engage
in opcrations. “When they do start, with the scale of operations we
anticipate in the Donbas, they will also have large logistic lines open up
which will be vulncrable potentially to ailack by Ukrainian forces.™

Britain 1s increasingly worried that Russia could use white phosphorus
munilions in the bombardment of the besieged Ukrainian port Mariupol. Whitc
phosphorus is used for illumination at night or to create a smokescreen, but
when it is deploved as a weapon it causes horrific burns. Western officials
think that, for Russia, bringing about the fall of Mariupol is seen as

crucial for both freeing up troops for the fight in the Donbas but also for
creating a route north for the Kremlin's forces as they look to form a

pincer movement on Ukrainian defenders in the east. Meanwhile, the Russian
military said it had destroved a shipment of air defence missile systems
provided to Ukraine by the West. The claim has not been verified. Russian
defence ministry spokesman Maj Gen [gor Konashenkov said the military used
sea-launched Kalibr cruise missiles to destroy four $-300 air defence

missile launchers on the southern outskirts of the city of Dnipro, which

lics in the cast of Ukraine. He said about 25 Ukrainian troops were also hit

by the strike on Sunday.

[Top of the Document)]
11. Russians Readying for New Oftensive in Castern Ukraine, U.S. Official

Warns
{(Politico, Quint Forgey, 11 Apr 22)..



Russia has begun an effort to “resupply and reinforce” its forces in eastern
Ukraine before mounting a new offensive in the Donbas region, a senior
Defense Department official said on Monday. The official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, pointed to open-source images showing a line of
Russian military vehicles heading toward the Ukrainian city of lzyum — just
outside the Donbas, to its northwest. Although Russian forees still remain
north of [zyum, the official said, the United States asscsses that the ling

ol vehicles includes a command and control element and a supporl group
bailalion, as well as perhaps rotary wing aviation supporl and other

mnfantry support. “We do belicve that this is an carly cllort by the

Russians 1o bolsler their presence and their capabilities in the Donbas,”

the official said, adding that the developments are “clear cvidence of what
we’ve been saying lor a while now: that the Russians are going (o wanl lo
pour more of their assets into the Donbas.” Russia’s planned assault on the
Donbas comes after its forces retreated from around the capital of Kyiv in
recent days after encountering stiff Ukrainian resistance. Their hasty
withdrawal exposed scenes of apparent war crimes and other atrocities in
Bucha and other suburbs of Kyiv. Now, the official said on Monday, “the
locus of everything we're seeing is on the Donbas region.” from which Russia
launched its latest invasion of Ukraine in February, 47 davs ago.

Before proceeding with a full-scale invasion on the country, Russia first
moved troops across its western barder into the Donbas, which is home to two
breakaway arcas largely held by Moscow-backed scparatists: the so-called
Donetsk People’s Republic and Luhansk People’s Republic. The United States
docs not yet “asscss that a new offensive has started™ in the Donbas, the
official said on Monday. But the official noted that a “hot war™ has alrcady
been underway in the region sinee 2014 — when fighting began between
Ukrainians and the pro-Russian scparatists backed by Moscow. The official
also said the Uniled States asscssed that Russia had indeed appointed Gen.
Alexander Dvornikov (o lead its war efforl in Ukraine, as was reporled over
the weekend. Dvornikov previously oversaw Russian lorees in Syria, and his
brutal tactics there have prompted [ears in the Uniied States that the

mvasion of Ukraine could become even more violent as the fight shifis
eastward. But the official said on Monday that it remains 1o be seen what
sort of an effect”™ Dvornikov will be able to have on Russian forces. who

have faced significant logistical and morale problems amid the protracted
conflict. “They have high challenges to surmount, and the choice of a

general doesn’t mean that they re poised for greater success here.” the

official said. "We’ll just have to wait and see.”

[Top of the Document]

I2. Russian Forces Ramp up Efforts to Gain Control of Mariupol
(Irish Times, 11 Apr 22)...

Russian forces are pushing hard to cstablish contral over the southemn port

city of Mariupol, the linchpin between Russian-held areas to the west and

cast and already devastated by weeks of sicge and bombardment. Thousands of
Russian troops were massing for a fresh offensive in the cast, according to
Ukrainian president Volodymyr Zelenskiy on Monday. He added that Moscow said
1l would not halt its military operation in Ukraine for any {urther peace

talks. British intclligence indicated that Ukrainian [orces had already



repulsed several Russian assaults in eastern regions. Britain’s defence
ministry said Russian shelling continued in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions.
But Ukrainian forces had beaten back scveral assaults and destroved tanks,
vehicles and artillery equipment, it said. For now at lcast, the invading

torces have abandoned their attempt to capture the capital Kyiv but they are
redoubling cfforts in the cast. The invasion — which Russia calls a “special
military operation™ — has left a trail of death of destruction. Morcover,

the attack has drawn condemnation from western countrics and triggered
concern aboul President Pulin’s broader ambitions.

Russia’s delence ministry said sea-launched missiles had on Sunday destroyed
S-300 anii-aircrall missile systems which had been supplicd o Ukraine by a
European country. The batteries were concealed in a hangar on the outskirts
of Dnipro in central Ukraine, it said. The United States did not have

evidence that any S-300 missile defence system had been destroyed by Russia,
said a senior defence official. Washington believes Russia has started
reinforcing and resupplving its troops in Donbas in eastern Ukraine, the
official added, but that the US does not believe this is the start of a new
offensive in the region. President Zelenskiv appealed to South Korea’s
parliament by videolink to provide his country with military aid to assist
Ukraine’s struggle against the Russian onslaught. About one-quarter of
Ukraine’s 44 million population have been forced from their homes, cities
turned into rubble and thousands have been killed or injured, many of them
civilians. Russian forcign minister Sergei Lavrov confirmed that the Kremlin
would not halt its operation for any new round of peace talks. And he
accuscd Kyiv of failing to reciprocate in previous sessions. Mr Lavrov told
state television he saw no reason not to continue with talks. But although
President Putin had ordered a suspension of military action during a first
round in February, Moscow's position had changed, he said. "A decision was
made that during the next rounds of talks, there would be no pause [in
mililary action] so long as a linal agreenment is nol reached,” said Mr

Lavrov. Ausirian leader Karl Nehammer met President Pulin in Moscow on
Monday and was cxpected o call [or an end 1o the conllict. It was Mr

Putin’s first face-lo-lace meeting with a European Union leader since the
mvasion started. “This is not a (riendly meeling,” Mr Nehamimer was quoled
as saying in a statement issued by his office, reiterating that he had hoped

10 help bring an end to the war or improve conditions for civilians. “The
conversation with President Putin was very direct, open and tough.”

Mounting civilian casualties have triggered widespread international
condemnation and new sanctions. Luhansk governor Serhiy Gaidai said shelling
in the region was increasing day by day. “The most difficult situation is in

[the cities of] Rubizhne and Popasna. They are being shelled constantly,

round the clock.” said Mr Gaidal. He urged all civilians to evacuate. “Those
that wanted to leave have already left, while now many arc left in bomb

shelters who are perhaps frightened to come out . . . or seared to lose

and western countrics. [t has repeatedly denied targeting eivilians and says
its aim is to demilitarise and root out dangerous nationalists in its

southern neighbour. Ukraine and western nations have dismissed this as a
bascless pretext for war. German foreign minisier Annalena Baerbock,
speaking before a mecting ol European ministers in Luxembourg, said Berlin



.

saw “massive indications” of war crimes in Ukraine. Meanwhile. French bank
Société Generale became the latest company to retreat from Russia. [t agreed
to sell its stake in Rosbank and the Russian lender’s insurance subsidiarics

to Interros Capital, a firm linked to billionaire Vladimir Potanin. The

invasion has triggered a wave of financial sanctions from the United States,
Europe and Britain, prompting western companics to scll their Russian

asscts. Several Buropean Union ministers said on Monday the bloc’s exceutive
was drafting proposals for an oil embargoe on Russia, although there was

still no agreement (o ban Russian crude. The World Bank forecast the war
would cause Ukrainc’s economic outpul o collapse by 45 per cenl this vear,
with hall’ef its businesses shullered, grain exports mostly cul oiT by

Russia’s naval blockade and destruction rendering ceconomic aclivity
mpossible in many arcas. The bank forecast Russia’s gross domestic product
would contract by 11.2 per cent this year due (o sanctions.

[Top of the Document]|

[ 3. Russia Says West Helping Ukraine Prepare Fake Allegations of War Crimes
{Reuters, |1 Apr 22}...

Moscow said on Monday that the United States and Britain were helping
Ukraine prepare fake claims about the alleged persecution of civilians in
Ukraine to feed to international media in an attempt to smear Russia. Since
Russian troops withdrew from towns and villages around the Ukrainian capital
Kyiv, Ukrainian troops have been showing journalists corpses of what they
say arc civilians killed by Russian forees, destroyed houses and burnt-out
cars. The West says the dead civilians are cvidence of war crimes. Reuters
reporters saw dead badics in the town of Bucha but could not independently
verify who was responsible for the killings. Russia's defence ministry said
Ukraine's government was being directed by the United States to sow false
evidence of Russian vielence against civilians despite what it cast as
Moscow's "unprecedented measures (o save civilians." "The United Stales,
which has many years of experience in organizing provocalions with human
viclims, continues ils campaign to create and promote false 'evidenee',” the
ministry said.

Ukraine says Russia is guilty of genocide and has called on the West and the
NATO military alliance to give it more support. Russia said British
intelligence was helping Ukraine to prepare new fake claims about alleged
abuses in northeastern Ukraine. The defence ministry did not provide
evidence for its claims of British and U.S. involvement. "New false staged
provocations accusing the armed forces of the Russian Federation of
allegedly cruel treatment of the population of Ukraine are being prepared by
the Kiev regime under the leadership of British special services on the
territory of the Sumy region,” the ministry said. Russia said Western
journalists had been invited to the Sumy region in northeastern Ukraine to
"conduct the filming of staged plots". The ministry said Western media would
publish such fake news shortly. It did not say which media.

[t said that Russian troops had left the alleged seene of some of the
abuscs, the Ukrainian village of Nyzhnya Syrovatka, on March 20. "The goal
15 to [urther stoke Russophobia against the backdrop ol (he rapidly



developing economic crisis in Europe,” the ministry said. Russia's Feb. 24
invasion of Ukraine has Killed thousands of people, displaced millions and
raised fears of a wider confrontation between Russia and the United States.
Putin says the "special military operation” in Ukraine is necessary becausc

the United States was using Ukraine to threaten Russia and Moscow had to act
to defend Russian-speaking people in Ukraine against persecution. Ukraine
says it is fighting against an impcrial-stylc land grab and dismisscs

Putin's claims of genocide as nonsense.

[Top of the Document]

14. Russia Claims It Destroved Ukrainian Air Delense Systems
(VOA, Ken Bredemeier and Jel Seldin, 11 Apr 22)...

Russia said Monday that it destroyed several air defense systems in Ukraine
over the weekend, ahead of what Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy is
warning could be the start of a renewed Russian offensive into the country's
eastern region. The Russian claims could not be verified, but Russian

Defense Ministry spokesman Major General Igor Konashenkov said the military
launched cruise missiles to destroy four launchers Sunday on the southern
outskirts of the central city of Dnipro and also hit systems in the Mykolaiv

and Kharkiv regions. Zelenskyy pleaded Monday for more military aid from the
U.S. and its allies, specifically requesting South Korean lawmakers ina

video address to send more equipment that can shoot down Russian missiles,
Meanwhile, the Pentagon said Monday it is seeing early signs of efforts by
Russia to reinforee its troops in castern Ukraine. The U.S. spotted a convoy
north of [zyum with command-and-control clements, enablers, artillery, and
rotary blade air support, according to a senior ULS. defensc official. The
official said there also are indications that Russian forees sent from

northern Ukraine to Belarus and the Russian town of Valuyki are now moving
toward eastern Ukraine. The official said, "We do not assess a new offensive
has started” in castern Ukraine but added, "What 15 clear 15 that the

Russians conlinue 1o sink (0 new lows of depravily and brutalily as we saw
wilh the missile strike on a train slation last week and their continued

assault on Mariupol ... . "We're certainly bracing ourselves here for some
polentially really, really horrible culcomes,” the official said.

The U.S. official said Russia has launched 1,500 missile attacks on Ukraine
during 47 days of war, destroying apartment buildings and hospitals
throughout the country and killing thousands of Ukrainian civilians. Russia
has acknowledged sustaining "significant” troop losses of its own. Russia
said one of its latest missile attacks hit four 8-300 launchers provided by

a European country it didn't name. Slovakia gave Ukraine just such a system
last week but denied it had been destroyved. Military analysts say that
Russia's failure to capture the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv and the bulk of
territory throughout the country has in part been the result of its failure

ta control the skics over Ukraine to provide cover for ground troops.
Nonetheless, its missile bombardment has virtually flattened some cities and
one missile attack on a train station killed morce than 530 pcoplc last

Friday. Russia has not been able to stop the flow of more military aid to
Ukraine, with cight to 10 flights arriving daily. Zelenskyy told the CBS
News show "60 Minutes" on Sunday that Ukraine's fate depends on further
Western military assistance. "To be honest, whether we will be able to
(survive) depends on this," Zelenskyy said. "Unfortunately, 1 don't have the



confidence that we will be receiving everything we need."

European Union foreign ministers are meeting Monday to discuss another round
of sanctions against Russia. Meanwhile, Austrian Chancellor Karl Nechammer
met with Russian President Vladimir Putin in Moscow, the first such visit by

a Curopean leader since Putin launched the invasion of Ukraine on February

24, In a stalement aller the mecting, Nehammer said the discussion with

Putin was "very direet, open and lough." Nehammer said his most important
message (o the Russian leader was that the war in Ukraine must end becausc

"in a war there are only loscrs on both sides.” There was no immicdiale
comment [rom the Kremlin.

[Top of the Document]|

[ 5. Russia Will Not Pause Military Operation in Ukraine for Peace Talks
{Reuters, |1 Apr 22}...

Russia will not pause its military operation in Ukraine for subsequent
rounds of peace talks, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said on
Monday. Russian officials say peace talks with Ukraine are not progressing
as rapidly as they would like, and have accused the West of trying to derail
negotiations by raising war crimes allegations against Russian troops in
Ukraine, which Moscow denies. Speaking in an interview with Russian state
television, Lavreoy said he saw no reason not to continug talks with Ukraing
but insisted Moscow would not halt its military operation when the sides
convene again. Lavrov said that President Vladimir Putin had ordered to
suspend military action during the first round of talks between Russian and
Ukrainian negotiators in late February but that Moscow's position had
changed sinee. "After we hecame convineed that the Ukrainians were not
planning to reciprocate, a decision was made that during the next rounds of
talks, there would be no pause {in mililary aclion) so long as a final
agreement 1% not reached,” Lavrov said.

Russia sent tens of thousands of troops into Ukraine on Feb. 24 in what it
called a special operation to degrade its southern neighbour's military
capabilities and root out people it called dangerous nationalists. Ukrainian
forces have mounted stiff resistance and the West has imposed sweeping
sanctions on Russia in an effort to force it to withdraw its forces. Lavrov
last week accused Kyiv of presenting Moscow with an "unacceptable" draft
peace deal that deviated from agreements the sides had previously reached.
Kviv dismissed Lavrov's comments at the time as a tactic to undermine
Ukraine or divert attention from war crime accusations against Russian
troops. In the interview aired on Monday, Lavrov also said that calls by
Josep Borrell, the European Union's top diplomat, for the bloc to continue
arming Kyiv marked & "very serious U-tumm" in Curopean policy.

[Top of the Document)]
PREPARE

16. Army Generals to Be Nominated 1o Lead European Command, Special
Opcrations Command: Report



(Military Times, Meghann Mevyers, 11 Apr 22)...

The current heads of ULS. Army Europe and Africa and Joint Special
Opcrations Command have been chosen for new posts, according to a Wall
Street Journal report. Gen. Christopher Cavoli will be nominated to lead

U.S. European Command, U.S. officials told WSIJ, and Lt. Gen. Bryan Fenton
will be tapped for 1LS. Special Operations Command. The White House and
Pentagon declined to comment on the nominations Monday. Neither has been
ollicially scnt 1o the Senate to preparc for confirmation hearings. Fenion,

a carcer Special Forees oflicer, ook command ol JSOC in July, aller scrving
in the delense secrelary’s oflice as an adviser. Prior to that, he was (he

depuly commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command. Fenton would be the [irst
Green Berel in nearly 20 years to lead SOCOM. The curtent head ol the
command, Gen. Richard Clarke, cul his teeth in the 75(h Ranger Regimen, as
did Gen. Tony Thomas before him.

Cavoli has led U.S. Army Europe since 2018, He became the head of the Army’s
combined Europe and Africa command when they consolidated in October 2020,
An infantryman-turned-foreign area officer, Cavoli previously lead the
Hawaii-based 25th [nfantry Division. If confirmed, he would take over for

Air Force Gen. Tod Wolters, who has been at the center of the U.S. and NATO
responses to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. EUCOM commanders automatically
take on a second role as NATO s supreme allied commander. As the war in
Ukraine has ramped up, the ULS. has mobilized more than 12,000 troops to
Giermany and castern Lurope. At the same time, there's ongoing discussion at
the Pentagon and within NATO on what the ULS. foree posture should look like
on the continent going forward.

[Top of the Document)]
17. Nato™s “Achilles Ieel™: Alliance Conducts War Games m Nervous Lithuania
{Guardian, Philip Oliermann, 11 Apr 22)...

About 30km west of the Belarusian border, the enemy’s tanks were rolling
through the pine forests of Lithuania at speed until a makeshift obstacle

made of barbed wire blocked their path. Soldiers carryving bolt cutters

jumped out of the armoured vehicle at the front to clear the road. Then. a
deafening bang. In its rush to victory, the advancing party had neglected to
check the sandy terrain underneath the roadblock for mines. Luckily, for

them, this was merely a dress rehearsal for a showdown between Russia and
the North Atlantic alliance. No live explosives were used in Nato's “Rising
Griffin™ manoeuvre at the Pabradé military base in eastern Lithuania.

[nstead, referees politely informed the tank commanders that their vehicles
would have been ripped to shreds. The Russian enemy was being impersonated
by American and Norwegian troops. The western defenders may have notched up
a tactical victory against an castern aggressar on this sunny April moming,

yet Nato's sceurity architecture has never looked mare fragile than in the
spring of 2022, especially when viewed from Lithuania, a country long
considered the alliance’s achilles hecl.

An independent republic since 1990, the southernmaost of the three Ballic



states borders both Russia-allied Belarus on its eastern side and the
Russian exclave of Kaliningrad on its western flank. On Russian television,
pundits have openly urged the Kremlin to escalate the war in Ukraine by
enforeing a military corridor along the “Suwalki gap™ — Lithuania’s short
border with Poland — thus cutting off the Baltics from other Nato-allicd
lands. “Until last November, we had the Russian army quite far away from
Nato's borders,” said Gabrielius Landsbergis, Lithuania’s forcign minister.
“Now the military activity is very close. To add to that, Lithuania lics
between (he territory of Belarus and (he territory of Kaliningrad. Which
puls us in a strategic situalion that is, let’s say, inleresting.” Since

2016, aller Russia’s annexation of Crimea, “enhanced lorward presence”™
baillegroups have been slalioned in four member slaies on Nato's caslern
flank: Poland, Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania.

The war in Ukraine has led the alliance to further bolster its presence in

the region, with multinational battalions to be dispatched to Romania,
Bulgaria. Hungary and Slovakia. The military presence in Lithuania has been
increased from approximately 1,200 to roughly 1,600 seldiers and equipped
with new hardware, such as the German army’s light and mobile Ozelot
anti-aircraft system, which can be used to protect airports from aerial
assaults. But the function of these military units remains that of a
“tripwire”: a reminder to hardliners in the Kremlin that invading what they
may see as renegade breakaway nations of a former Russian empire would
automatically trigger a military conflict with other western European

states. But in their cwrrent state, there is little doubt the enhanced

forward presence units would sooncr or later be overrun. The scenario being
rehearsed in the Rising Griffin excrcise was a David v Goliath one, with the
attacking force taking the role of the giant. The priority of Nato’s troops

in the manocuvre, said onc officer, was to “delay the cnemy™, not to hold
the linc.

As Nato members preparc 1o meel in Madrid in June, Lithuania, along with its
Baltic ncighbowr Eslonia, is calling on Nate 1o urgently adjust its posture

in the region from deterrence to what it calls “forward defence™. “What
we're seeing in Russia and Belarus is now a dangerous country with the
intention to attack other sovereign states,” Landsbergis told the Guardian.
*It’s a double-edged sword: on the one hand Russia has proven in Ukraine
that it is a declining regional power. On the other hand, it can still do a

lot of damage on its way down, as it seems to have no regard for its own
losses. We have to defend the Baltic states, especially those that are
geographically interesting to Russia.” [n keeping with the “founding act™, a
political agreement signed by Nato and Russia in 1997, there are

restrictions on how many western allied troops are allowed to be deployed to
the Baltics, and how close they can be stationed to the border.

The enhanced forward presence in Lithuania, which is made up of seven
European nations and led by Germany’s Bundeswehr, has to be rotated every
six months at considerable cost and cffort, with hundreds of vehicles having
to be transported by road, rail or air before cach changeover. While

countrics such as Germany and the UK remain comimilled o the founding act,



Lithuania and other states in the region say the document is no longer
viable as a treaty. “We consider it null and void after what Russia has
done.” Landsbergis said. “The new reality we have to accept is that the
treatics that built the old sceurity environment with Russia are no more. We
have to look at this with new eyes. There has to be a permanent military
presence with everything necded to defend the skies, defend the scas and
defend the land of the Baltic states.” Estonia’s prime minister last weck
called for the three Baltic states to be handed “war-fighting capabilitics”,
with divisions of up te 25,000 soldiers per country. “The question we have
to ask ourselves is: what will be the new global security architecture of

the world aller this war?” said Landsbergis. “Al the momenl, we arc merely
reacling (o whal is happening in Ukrainc. But that has 1o change. We have (o
start thinking in strategic terms.”
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Subject: EUCOM Daily News Report Apr 13, 22

Colleagues,
Sce below for your April 13, 2022 news.
COMPETE

1. Putin's Bullying Backlires as Finland and Sweden Edge Closer 1o Joining
NATO
(CNN, Luke McGee, 12 Apr 22}...

When Vladimir Putin launched his invasion of Ukraine, his goals were clear.
He wanted to bring his neighbor to heel, assert Russian authority in Eastern
Europe and make the West think twice about expanding militarily and
politically toward Russia's borders. But in one important respect, Putin's

plan appears to have failed: The war has united the West against Moscow in
ways that seemed unimaginable in January. Now, Finland and Sweden -- nations
that are officially non-aligned -- are edging ever closer toward joining
NATO, the US-led military alliance. Finland is expected to produce a report
on the country's security policy this week, a key step on the road to the

nation potentially applying for NATO. That report is expected to start
discussions in Finland's parliament about whether to pursue membership in
the alliance - discussions which Finnish Prime Minister Sanna Marin said
she hoped would wrap up "before mid-summer.” Finland's forcign minister
Pckka Haavisto said Monday that it was "important” that neighboring Sweden
was following a "similar process” which he expeets to take time. "But of
course we exchange information all the time and, hopefully, if we make
similar kinds ol decisions, we could do them around the same lime."

Sweden holds an clection later this year, in which NATO 15 likely (o be a

key campaigning 1ssue, with mainstream partics polentially not objecting o
joining the alliance. Swedish Prime Minister Magdalena Andersson did not
rule out the possibility of membership in an interview with SVT at the end

of March. Sweden is undertaking an analysis of security policy that's due to
be completed by the end of May, and the government is expected to announce




its position following that report, a Swedish official told CNN. They said
their nation could make its position public sconer, depending on when
n¢ighboring Finland docs. Public opinion in both countrics has shifted
significantly since the invasion, and NATQ allies and officials arc on the
wholc supportive of the two countries joining. The only serious objection
could come from Hungary, whose leader is close with Putin, but NATO
officials think it would be able to twist Prime Minister Viktor Orban's arm.
Ciiven that Putin started his war demanding that NATO roll its borders back
to where they were in the 1990s, the fact this 1s even being considered
represents a diplomalic disaster for Moscow. And il Finland in particular
were o join, Putin would find Russia suddenly sharing an additional
830-mile border with NATO.

Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov warned on Monday that expanding NATO
wouldn't bring any more stability to Europe. "We have repeatedly said that

the alliance itself is more of a tool for confrontation. This is not an

alliance that provides peace and stability, and further expansion of the
alliance, of course, will not lead to more stability on the European

continent.” he said. Rob Bauer, the head of NATO's military committee, told
reporters on Tuesday that the alliance has not ruled out new members, but

said it was ultimately up to Finland and Sweden to decide whether they want
to join, Reuters reported. "It is a sovereign decision of any nation that

wants to join NATO to apply for membership, which they so far have not done
... We are foreing no onc into NATO," Bauer said. Nor has Putin's invasion
motivated Ukraine to pull back from its desire for closer integration with

the West. While the country is unlikely to join NATQ, its cfforts to join

the Curopean Union have accelerated since the start of the war. This would
take a very long time and could also face stiff opposition from Hungary,
which is alrcady in a nasty battle with Brussels over its violations of the

rule of law, causing the EU 1o propose suspending central [unding o
Budapest.

However, once again, the [act it's being talked aboul and the level of

support among EU leaders and officials is another indication of just how
united the West has become against Russia. It's worth noting that since the
start of the war, the West has remained largely united in its response 1o

Russia, be it through economic sanctions or military support for Ukraine.
However, there are a few challenges coming up that will test how united this
alliance against Russia really is. First, if it emerges that Russia has used
chemical weapons in Ukraine, there will be enormous pressure for the West,
particularly NATO, to take an even more active role in the war -- something
the alliance has been reluctant to do so far. NATO members have already
discussed red lines and what action should be taken in the event of chemical
weapons, but those details are still private to prevent Russia from taking
pre-cmptive protective action. However, any NATO intervention would almost
certainly lead to a less stable sceurity situation in Curope, as the West

would risk a military confrontation with Russia -- a nuclear power, which
would likely respond by intensifying its attacks on Ukraine and possibly in
other arcas of traditional Russian influence. Second, the cost of living

crisis in many Buropean countrics could soon test the unity of future

Western sanclions on Russia and embargoes on Russian energy. I, ultimately,
the ceconomy ol Wesiern Europe is decmed more miporiant than holding Russia



to account for waging war on its peaceful neighbor, then Putin could to some
extent get away with invading an innocent country. But for now, as that
unity largely holds, it is clear that Putin's desire to belittle the Western
alliance has backfired -- and that the strongman has sceured pariah status

for his nation, possibly for years to come.

[Top of the Document)]

2. Finland Finishes While Paper Sct to Kick ol Tl NATO Dchales
(Bloomberg, Leo Laikola, 12 Apr 22)...

Finland 1s set to kick offa process that 1s likely (o culminate in an
application by Russia’s Nordic neighbor to join the defense alliance NATO.
The government, logether with President Sauli Niimsto, on Tucsday [inalized
a white paper on changes to the nation’s security environment following its
former imperial master’s attack on Ukraine. The report will be sent to
parliament and made public when officially signed off by the government in a
session due to take place on Wednesday. While no proposal 1o join the North
Adlantic Treaty Organization is set to be included, the government is
prepared to later file an addendum on such a proposal should the required
backing for it emerge in parliament, Foreign Minister Pekka Haavisto has
said. More than half of voting lawmakers now support joining the alliance,
according to an unofticial tally by Finland’s biggest newspaper Helsingin
Sanomat.

Finland has scen a tectonic shift in attitudes toward the membership in NATO
following the invasion of Ukraine, with the latest polls showing a majority

of Finns now backing it. With the white paper st to be used as a vehicle

for the parliament to debate the issue, a potential entry application could

be filed before the 30-member bloce is set to meet for a summit in Madrid
June 29-30. The Nordic nation ol 5.5-million people, which has the European
Union’s longest border with Russia, has been warned by its castem neighbor
against joining NATO, raising concerns aboul polential aggression from
Moscow. On Friday, Finland reported an attack on government websites and a
suspecled airspace violation by Russian aircrall. The changing securily
landscape and public opinion is also seeing governing parties move toward
supporting a membership in NATO. During the weekend, Finland’s Center Party.
that’s part of a five-party cabinet run by Social Democrat Prime Minister
Sanna Marin, opened the door to a potential membership bid. [n vet another
sign of the change in opinions on security issues, Finns have also given a
somber assessment of their eastern neighbor with 84% now seeing Russia a
significant military threat.

[Top of the Document]

3. In Ukraine, Facebook Fact-Checkers Fight a War on Two Fronts
(Washington Post, Naomi Nix, 11 Apr22)...

First camc a onc-minute video taken on the streets of Bucha, a Kyiv suburb
abandoned by retreating Russian forees. The footage showed numcrous bodies,
civilians in winter coats, scatterced along the muddy roads like leaves on a

fall day. Then camce the deluge of misinformation: On social media, some
argued the images were [ake, that the bodies were aclors pretending 1o be
dead. Others [alscly claimed the Ukrainian military had slain their own



countrymen. [t fell to Valeriia Stepaniuk, 22, to set things straight.
Stepaniuk fact-checks content for Facebook as part of her job at a think

tank called VoxUkraine. After scouring credible news sources — such as a BBC
article that said satcllite imagery disproved Russian claims that the Bucha
tootage was staged — she and a handful of collcagues arc compiling a report
to debunk the misinformation flooding social media. It was hard to writc
about this, to sce cverything the first several times,” Stepaniuk said from

her home in the Western city of Lutsk. “But now I understand 1 can’t ignore
this. Evervone should sce the photos and understand the scale of (ragedy.™
Stepaniuk is part ol a small group ol independent fact-checkers in Ukraine
who have long worked with Facebook to identily [alschoods on their social
nciworks. When such outside groups determine a post is [alse, Facebook
decreascs 15 visibility in users’ news leeds and attaches a warning label
pointing them (o an cxplanation {tom the [act-checker. The role of these
fact-checkers has become more critical since Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb.
24, VoxUkraine started as a blog by economists in 2014, when Ukraine’s
president decided not to sign a trade agreement with the European Union,
prompting a wave of protests. Now, the think tank is part of a nascent
coalition determined to slow the spread of misinformation about the war.
These groups bolster Facebook’s own algorithms and thousands of content
moderators who police content that breaks its rules.

Before the war, there were no groups assigned to fact-check posts in Russia,
according to a Washington Post review, and only two ecxamining content in
Ukraine: VoxUkraine and StopFake. Now, there are eight additional groups
policing misinformation in the region. The stakes arc high, as social media

is increasingly becoming a tool of modemn warfare. Ukrainians and Russians
have both been tuming to social media to win hearts and minds around the
world as the bloody conflict destroys Ukrainian infrastructure, claims
thousands of lives and sends relugees {looding inlo neighboring countries.
Both VoxUkraine and StopFake have lost workers 1o the {tont lines. Those who
stayed behind have had to (11 faci-checking into days filled with planning

for cscape 1o Western citics or taking cover during particularly vielent
momenls. “[t was very [rustrating moment because you need (o come 1o lerms
wilh the reality of war,” said StopFake cditor in chiel Yevhen Fedchenko.
“The challenge was how are we going to operate a business in the fog of
war.” Meta spokesperson Avobami Olugbemiga said in a statement that during
the invasion the company has “been providing significant resources to
fact-checkers covering Eastern Europe to increase their capacity to help

slow the spread of misinformation about the war in Ukraine and help ensure
their safety.” Facebook, which was recently renamed Meta, has long faced
criticism of its role in spreading misinformation globally, particularly in

the midst of elections and global conflicts.

Last month, the tech giant announced it had taken down a network of accounts
that were operating from Russia and Ukraing to target people there with
claims that Western nations were betraying their country. A pair of
whistleblower complaints filed to the Justice and Treasury departments in
December and February allege that the company has allowed sanctioned
entitics and individuals to sprcad Russian propaganda on Faccbook and
Instagram. The company has hired thousands of contenl moederators and has
trained 1ts algorithms to catch nusinformation that breaks he site’s rules



on hate speech and other issues. But it also started adding organizations

like VoxUkraine and StopFake following the 2016 election, paying independent
news outlets and small media organizations to debunk misinformation. Those
organizations are members of the International Fact-Checking Network, which
sets editorial standards for fact-checking organizations and is run by the
Poynter [nstitute, @ nonprofit rescarch organization. Faccbook is also
frequently their member organizations” largest source of revenue.
VoxUkraine, StoplFake and others get aceess to a special dashboard, where
they sce a list of polential posts and links in a specilic region thal could

be debunked, according (o representatives ol several factl checking
organizalions. Then [act-checkers like Stepaniuk can pick what they wanl lo
focus on, relying on governmenlt records, press reporis and sollware (o help
identily false stalements, mislcading news and doctored imagery. For
example, Stepaniuk recently [ocused her atiention on an article with
anonymous sources posted on Facebook claiming the United States planned to
send the Afghanistan military to fight in Ukraine. She and her colleagues
began scouring the Internet for evidence that could support a written
explanation about why it wasn’t true. They found a news report about a news
conference held before Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, in which President
Biden said he would not send troops to Ukraine. They also noticed that Linda
Thomas-Greenfield, the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations, reiterated
that argument in March. And they pointed out that the Afghan National Army
had collapsed when the Taliban took over the country last August. They
posted an article publishing the results of their findings.

Months before Russia invaded, the Ukrainian-based StopFake was alrcady
developing contingency plans in case war broke out. They acted on warnings
from foreign intelligence officials about Russia’s increasing

aggressiveness, Fedehenko said. He took those reports seriously in part
becausc they kept sceing Russian propaganda thatl offered new twists on old
claims such as Ukraine is a [ailed, fascist state and the Ukrainian military
plans 1o lake back control of Crimea with force. “We have been looking at
disinformation for cight years and [or us it was obvious that 1Us nol (he

end, it’s just the beginning,” Fedchenko said. “Thal gives vou a very kind

ol special altitude because we have a very small leam ol people who arc
fighting against a huge machinery of lies.” StopFake started working on an
editorial plan to cover the war. The group also mulled potential measures to
shore up the security of their technological systems. And they thought about
how to ensure their emplovees could get to safety in the event that Kyiv.
where the group is based, was surrounded quickly by Russian forces,
Fedchenko said. Just a couple of days before Russia’s invasion, traffic was
unusually high at Russian state-backed propaganda channels on Facebook and
YouTube, which were promoting false claims about the war such as that
Ukrainians had attacked Russians, according to a Post data analvsis. The day
Russia invaded, VoxUkraine staffers spent their morning Zoom call developing
new products to fight misinformation about the war on the Internet, said
Svitlana Slipchenko, the head of VoxUkraine's fact-checking arm. The group
decided to further expand their fact checking program beyond Faccbook to
emerging platforms such as Telegram, where it scemed Russia propaganda was
migrating. It also decided to launch a podeast to tell Ukrainians positive

news about the war.



After their meeting, VoxUkraine managers began calling on their staft
members to check in. Many of them talked about their plans to flee to cities

in Western Ukraine such as Sumy and Kryvyi Rih. Some privately told their
bosses they wanted to take a mental health break for a few days before
returning to work. For others, debunking viral falschoods was a welcome
respite from the chaos of the invasion, said Slipchenko. “In some days, |

just wanted to sit at the floor and ery about all that’s happening in

Ukraine now,” Slipchenko said about the carly days of the invasion from her
Kyiv apartmenl, where she has heard explosions and scen smoke billowing lrom
the cily streets. “The work was the main [actor that helped me deal with

this situation. I know that I'm on the informalional {ront of this war.”

Thal day Maksym Skubenko sat in his apartiment mulling his next move to [ight
the Russian invaders. As chief exceulive ol VoxUkraine, Skubenko had alrcady
mapped out contingency plans Lo swap intelligence with the government, and
knew his 25-person team could function without him. So Skubenko, 30, chugged
a couple small glasses of whiskey and took a taxi to enlist. Instead of

using a computer to patrol the digital front lines of Russia’s war in

Ukraine, he chose to fight with a gun. “We need to fight,” Skubenko said in

a Zoom interview. “We need to become stronger and stronger — even stronger
than we are right now — and to fight them because they will never stop.”
Three employees of StopFake's 15-member team also temporarily left their
posts to go fight in the war but Fedchenko replaced them by recruiting among
alumni of the journalism school where he works.

After the conflict began, Facebook barred Russian state-controlled media
outlets from advertising and said it demoted its content on its social
networks. The company also started reaching out to a handful of
organizations in ncarby countrics to ask them if they could alse fact-check
content appearing in Ukraine and Russia. And it added additional groups.
Georgia-bascd Myth Deteclor 1s one organization that expanded its capacily
to catch viral propaganda aboul the war. Aller the invasion, Meia expanded
is agrecment wilh the [act-checking site so the group could also debunk
falschoods appearing in Russia, Ukraine and Belarus, according to Tamar
Kintsurashvili, executive dircctor of the Media Development Foundation,
which started the site. To cope with the influx of Russian disinformation,

the organization hired one additional Russian speaker and reallocated two
others who speak the language to focus on fact checking, Kintsurashvili
said. Latvia-based fact-checking group Re:Check was asked by Facebook to
start checking content in Russia and Ukraine. Re:Check editor Evita Purina
said their three-person team is still primarily focused on checking posts
targeted at Latvian audiences, not the posts appearing in the other

countries. Purina added that the group’s resources are “*quite limited™ but
they decided to add another fact-checker. *“We realized soon enough we don’t
have resources enough to cover the war,” said Puripa. “Comparing to January,
for example, | would say we have tripled our amount of work.” Lead Stories,
a global debunking website, has also started fact-checking Russian and
Ukrainian language content. The group, which also has a partnership with
TikTok, said last month it was onboarding at lcast half a dozen native
speakers to handle posts about the war. “We’re building the runway as the
airplanc is taking off,” said co-founder Alan Duke.

More than a hundred faci-checking groups around the world have also joined



in to help debunk viral rumors about the conflict in their respective

countries. The groups are coordinating so they don’t duplicate efforts

trying to fact-check the same myths — a strategy they developed while
policing misinformation about the covid-19 pandemic. Now, the groups arc
pooling their debunked posts into a database and posting them on the

website, #UkraincFacts. So far, there arc more than 1,000 debunked posts on
the site. “The key lesson was like immediate collaboration,” said Enock
Nyariki, community and impact manager for the International Fact-Cheeking
Network. “During covid, it was quile slow but I think this collaboration has
benelited greally [rom our inilial working together.” Facehook's
fact-checking model  onc ol its primary methods of policing polential
falschoods on its sites  has some critics. Some have alleged that the

oulside groups can be too ideologically aligned (o fairly determine whal's
truc. Others question whether (act checking is a function Facebook should be
taking on in-house. The issue has caught the attention of at least one

member of Facebook’s Oversight Board, an independent group of journalists,
human rights experts and academics funded by the company and tasked with
overseeing the company’s content moderation decisions. “These organizations
do not have any oversight,” Oversight Board member Michael McConnell said
about Facebook's fact-checking model.

On the front lines of the war, many are doing their best. Kyrvlo
Perevoshchykov, 23, spends his nights on a mattress on the floor in the
underground shelter at Taras Shevehenko National University of Kyiv, where
he is getting a degree in international relations. During the days, he goes

back up to his dorm room where he reads the news, catches up with friends
and fact-checks posts on Faccbook. Sometimes, a loud siren warns him that it
may be dangerous to be above ground so he heads back down to the shelter or
to his windowless bathroom to take cover. Then it’s back up to his dorm to
fact-check. Last month, Perevoshehykov began looking into an online report
thal alleged Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky fled Ukraine after
Russia’s invasion in February. Perevoshchykov debunked it by checking news
reports showing interviews and news conlerences held by Zelensky in his
ollice during the first four weeks of the war. [le also saw videos published

by Zcelensky’s administration in which he menlions the popular viral picee of
misinformation himself, Perevoshchvkov said. Perevoshchykov, who may have to
join the armed services when he graduates this spring, said informational
warfare is just as important as combat on the front lines, he said. “It will

be success for us that we prevent someone from falling into Russian lies and
manipulation,” he said. “But there is also a feeling that vou are not doing
enough — that vou could not only write fact checking, but vou could also
volunteer or maybe help your soldiers.”

[Top of the Document]

4. Romania Hasn't Always Seen Itself as a Safe Haven. War in Ukraine Has
Changed That
(NPR, Michel Martin, Liz Baker, Emma Bowman, Eliza Dennis, 12 Apr 22}

Sasha and Eugenia had just crossed inte Romania from Ukraine, carrying their
2-ycar old son and heavy duffle bags as they walked through a ferry
chcekpoint. Sasha, the father, says they decided to lcave their home country

a week carlier. It had been more than a month since the start ef the Russian
mvasion, and the family had reached a breaking point. "Our child, he needs



special care," he says through an interpreter. "And then, all of a sudden,

we realized we don't have the medicine; it is not available anymore. And

that is the moment we got triggered. We decided we had to leave.” More than
4.5 million refugees have fled Ukraine since the war erupted in late
February. The vast majority, some 2.6 million, have traveled to Poland.
Romania has scen the sceond-largest influx. For many of the more than
690,000 Ukrainians who have passed through Romania, the port city of [saccea
is the final stop on a difficult journey. For others, like Sasha. Eugenia

and their voung son, it's a way slalion, one stop among many on a long,
unpredictable scarch for salcty. The couple, who declined to give their last
nanmes, came [rom a village near the [erry departure point in the southern
Ukrainian village of Orlivka. Eventually, they hope (o reach California,
where they have [amily. They arrived in Romania alongside hundreds ol others
aller a 20-minule [erry ride across the Danube River. The throng of new
arrivals entered the country wheeling large suitcases, pushing strollers and
carrving pets across a bumpy metal ramp. They were greeted by aid workers,
who helped them navigate a maze of relief tents and trucks filled with
supplies. Daniel Petrov, a local first responder, is in charge of the

extensive operation in Isaccea — one that includes border officials,
volunteers and medics from three different agencies that all teamed up to
respond to the flood of arriving Ukrainians. [n the first weeks of the war,

the boat ferried some 800 people on a single trip some days, Petrov says.
During those early days, he says, "It was, | must say, traumatizing for both
Ukrainians and us — the authorities — on this side.” The reason, he
explained. "I would use only one word: empathy."”

Radu Umbres, a professor of anthropology at the National School for
Political Studics and Public Administration in Bucharest, says he was taken
aback by his country's warm responsce to the refugees from Ukraine. "The
mage thal we have of ourselves 1s thal in general, we're not especially
generous lowards [oreigners in particular,” he says. "We have this idea thal
developed, rich countrics are the ones that help. But in this case, cven a
rather small and not so alfluent country as Romania has oflered quile a lot

ol support {or this, {or these neighboring people.” Romania's embrace of
refugees from Ukraine, Umbres concedes, stands in stark conltrast (0 how the
nation responded during Europe's last major humanitarian crisis, when
millions of migrants and refugees from across the Middle East and Africa
sought safety on the continent, including in Romania. "We had refugees from
[raq, from Afghanistan, from Syria, and the general experience was that they
were not welcomed,” he says. "To be honest about the matter, it's clear that
the empathy that Romanians felt for Ukrainian refugees comes from a certain
amount of shared cultural heritage," he says. "Ukrainians are very similar

to Romanians in many ways. Of course, we have also some shared
post-communist history, [which] makes them in a way very familiar." Umbres
says the crisis has also brought back echoes of Romania's own troubled
history with Russia — memories that remain deeply personal and deeply
painful for many. "So many people have personal histories in which their
ancestors have been, in one way or another, hurt by the Russian power, by
this kind of authoritarian statc. So this, again, helps cmpathizing with

then," Of more than 600,000 refugees who have traveled to Romania, roughly
80,000 have chosen to stay. What's unclear is how large that number may
ultimately grow the longer the war drags on. "[t's quitc possible that many
Ukrainians might end up staying in Romania for a long time, given the [act
thal the Romanian cconomy is doing rather well in the past fow years,”



Umbres says. "[ think that if | lock towards the future, [ think there's a
good chance that we'll have a Ukrainian diaspora living in Romania for some
time to come.™

About 200 miles southwest of Isaceea, Romania's biggest train station,
located in the capital of Bucharest, has transformed into another central

hub lor Ukrainians [lecing the war. Almost every comer ol the Gara de Nord
station is being used (o assist relugees. There are separale wailing arcas

for women and children, men and [amilies, where refugees can rest, cal and
breasticed. Yellow-vested volunteers stand ready to field questions. An
abandoned stlorcfront now houses relvigerators of [ood prepared by World
Central Kitchen  one of the American-based NGO's 42 distribution siles in
Romania providing hot meals to refugees. At a medical tent set up by the
local fire department, an EMT named Faisal Hawat has been treating somewhere
between 60 and 70 patients a day. Many of these people, he says, are
struggling with insomnia and anxiety. In the area sheltering women and
children, 3-year-old Dana, who's traveling with her parents, happened to be
in Sri Lanka when Russia invaded Ukraine. But her teenage sister is stuck in
Kharkiv, one of Ukraine's hardest-hit cities. Dmytro Ishchuk, Dana's father,
says they can't find a way to get her out of the city. "They're just hiding

in undergrounds, just waiting for a proper moment,” he says, speaking
through an interpreter. But he doesn't see such a moment in the near future.
Sofia Kotlyarova, an 11-vear-old singer and actor from Kyiv, is at the
station with her mother and grandmother after her family spent more than a
month velunteering in the Ukrainian capital. But after their neighborhood
was bombed, says Sofia's mother, Tra, they decided it was time to cvacuate.
That meant scparating from [ra's father, brother and husband, who are still
in Ukrainc. Under Ukraine's martial law, men between the ages of 18 and 60
arcn't allowed to leave the country in case they are needed to fight.
Kollyarova's [amily has friends in Isracl who are willing to take them in il
they can get there. They aren't Jewish and don't have lamily in Istacl, so
they're hoping Sofia's fame can help their chances of getting in. But

they've been disappointed belore. The 11-year-old rellected on how quickly
her (amily's lives have changed. Since the invasion, she says, her

once-close friends in Russia arc now ignoring her calls. "We always thought
that Russia was our friend,” Sofia says. "We will never forgive them."

[Top of the Document]|
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5. 480th Fighter Squadron Rapidly Deploys to Deter Russia on the Black Sea
(Air Force Magazine, Abraham Mahshie, 11 Apr 22)...

As Russian President Vladimir Putin threatened Ukraine in early February,
amassing some 150,000 troops along its border, worrying NATO allies, the
LS. Air Foree needed to reassure castern flank Allics, and fast. The 480th
Expeditionary Fighter Squadron at Spangdahlem Air Basc, Germany, answered
the call. They had one week to deploy to Romania with cight F-16Cs, 150
service members, and a million pounds of equipment. Seven days later, they
werc flying. “Usually these things takes months to plan,” said 1st Lt. Jayce
Wehster, projeet manager for the mission support group “We had to plan
airlifl, plan ground movements, we had 1o plan the layout of everything

wilthin a week,” he said. “So, when you talk about that agile combal, we were



able to do that before the jets landed, and we started running.” The 86th
Air Base, as Fetesti is also known, also received a rotation of two F-35s as
part of the air policing mission in mid-February, Romania is rapidly
building up this basc with new construction, but it’s not yct ready for new
tenants. There are enly hangers to accommodate the Romanian F-16s, so
scheduling maintenance is hard.

Still, the Black Sea ally was cager 1o welcome the added air power. Romania
cleared out a building, initially provided all the aircrali [uel, and shared

the [ew sparc paris thal coincided with their own earlier model F-16 Block
15s. The 30-vear-old U.S. aircraft require regular maintenance on wiring and
compuler syslems to slay lully operational. Te limit downtime during the
five-day wait for spare parts, an aircraft is designated to be

“cannibalized™ for parts. *It’s just the avionics side, it breaks more

often.” said Master Sgt. Christopher Paden, maintenance production
superintendent. “The targeting systems, the digital flight control computer

is a commeon part we change.” Now, close to 200 U.S, service members are
helping to fly four daily NATO enhanced Air Policing sorties with Allies,
protecting NATO s skies alongside Romanian F-16s and MiG-21s, and British
and Italian Eurofighters at nearby Mihail Kogalniceanu Air Base. “[t’s a
daily integration with a partner nation,” said U.8. Air Force Lt. Col.

William Parks, 480th Fighter Squadron detachment commander, who uses a
building where Romanian Airmen live and work.

The Romanian Air Force is looking to build its flect of approximately two
dozen Mi(i-21 Lancers with 49 sccond-hand F-16s in coming years. 1t’s alrcady
taken possession of 17 F-16s. NATO began enhanced Air Policing over the
skies and Black Sca coast of Romania and Bulgaria in 2014 when Russia
invaded Ukraine. The mission dillers from Ballic Air Policing, which began
1n 2004, and prolects the Ballic nations of Lithuania, Latvia, and Eslonia,
which do not have their own combal jels. “We’re here just on the enhanced
parl of thal air patrol, an extra visible and lorward symbol to show U.S.,
Romanian, and NATO unity,” Parks said. The mission includes training and
exercising with Romanian pilots, what's known as “enhanced vigilance.”
“Because of the info exchange, the experience exchange.” with USAF pilots,
*... our troops get kind of like a second wind going towards progress,” said
Romanian Lt. Alex Nasturel.

Fetesti Air Base is just over 50 miles from the coast of the Black Sea,

which is now threatened by a heavy Russian air- and sea-presence. Non-Black
Sea NATO ships are forbidden from entering during wartime due to the
Montreux Convention, and U.S. intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance
flights over international air space on the Black Sea arc belicved to have
ccased. Russian fighter jets in recent weeks have tested NATO air space,
causing NATO aircraft to scramble in responsc. With Putin repositioning his
troops in the cast and south of Ukraine, Romania has also begun to move
armorced vehicles and land forces to its border with Ukraine. Small villages
dot the ¢xpansive green ficlds near the Romanian 86th Air Base. Its symbol,
the prickly-leafed pink thistle flower, protrudes through the grass in and
around the base 1n the chilly spring. Despile living at a holel an hour away



in Constanta, along a strip of beach crowded with bars and clubs, the
Spangdahlem Airmen avoid the nightlife. Their focus is on mission. Early the
morning of April 9, before the 480th cven began making its trademark
jalapeno popeorn, Maj. Jarcd “Roam”™ Aschenbrenner and Capt. Sean “Sega™
Sheldon were in a dark room watching slides and getting their “step brief™
from Parks, who identificd the Combat Air Patrol (CAP) zone in eastemn
Romania butting up against the border of Ukraine for the pilots to patrol.
They would keep an undisclosed buffer distance from the border in accordance
wilh NATO standards. Just across the Ukrainian border 1s the region ol
Odesa, thought 1o be a prime targel in Putin’s quest o cul Ukraine oft from
the sca and grab a prized porl.

The total time for the CAP was four hours, meaning the pilots would make a
[0-minute commute to the center of the country to hit a tanker over the
Carpathian Mountains before finishing their sortie and high fiving their
replacement enhanced Air Policing pair before returning to Fetesti. On their
F-16C Block 50s were AIM-120 Advanced Medium-Range Air-to-Air Missiles,
should they be needed. While air encounters have occurred between Russians
and other NATO partners, Parks assured the Americans are trained to
de-escalate. So far, the Russians have diverted after each intercept without
incident. “We're here, we're present, we’'re showing that NATQs borders are
secure,” said Parks, who also flies patrols. “[f an intercept has to occur,

our primary job is to be de-escalatory. Let’s go out, let’s identify this

persan. Let’s make sure he gets turned around and back to whatever nation or
host country that aireraft is out of.™ With the sun just over the horizon as

the hour neared the 0815 departure, 17 maintainers stood back from the two
aireraft. Their job was done. The aireraft’s GE engine had been roaring for
some 40 minutes as all the checks were run. The chalks were pulled, and the
two jets began to taxi, ong behind the other. In minutes, they were

airborne, launching in quick succession, then banking slightly leiil and

rising almosl vertically inlo the orange-hued clouds.

[Top of the Document]

6. Biden Appears Lo Label Russian Atrocitics in Ukraine 'Genocide!
{Politico, Myah Ward, 12 Apr 22)...

President Joe Biden on Tuesday appeared for the first time to label Russia’s
atrocities in Ukraine genocide. Speaking in Menlo, lowa, about his Build a
Better America agenda and efforts to lower energy prices. the president said
a family’s financial situation in the U.S. should not be dependent on

another leader’s attacks “half a world away.” in remarks likely aimed at
Russian President Vladimir Putin. *Your family budget, your ability to fill
up vour tank, none of it should hinge on whether a dictator declares war and
commits genocide a half a world away,” Biden said. Biden’s notable shift in
rhetoric comes as other administration officials have so far avoided using
the genocide designation. From national sceurity adviser Jake Sullivan to
Sceretary of State Antony Blinken, officials have said they’re monitoring
the situation and have yet to reach consensus on whether the atrocitics in
Ukraine “risc to the level of genocide.” “Based on what we have scen so far,
we have scen atrocitics,” Sullivan said last week. “We have scen war erimes.
We have not scen a level of systematic deprivation of life of the Ukrainian
people Lo nise o the level of genocide.™



The 1.5, has long been reluctant to designate genocides. Just three weeks
ago, the Biden administration formally labeled the Myanmar military’s
actions against the country’s minority Rohingya population in 2016 and 2017
genocide and crimes against humanity. A flood of horrid imagery poured out
of Ukraine last week, with the seenes out of Bucha prompting Biden to say
Putin should be put on trial for war crimes. The Justice Department also
announced last week (hat it was contributing (o international invesligations
mnto alleged war crimes, further escalating U.S. involvemenl in holding
Moscow legally accountable. Tuesday’s rhetoric [rom Biden, whether a slip up
or intentional, 1sn°1 the first ume he's led the administration in a shift

toward stronger language. Biden was onc of the first U.S. olTicials o call
Putin a war criminal, language other administration officials began 1o use
freely in the following days and weeks.

[Top of the Document]|
7. Ukraine War: US 'Deeply Concerned’ at Report of Mariupol Chemical Attack
(BBC, 12 Apr 22}...

The US and Britain say they are looking into reports that chemical weapons
have been used by Russian forces attacking the Ukrainian port of Mariupol.
Ukraine's Azov regiment said three soldiers were injured by "a poisonous
substance™ in an attack on Monday. However, no cvidence has been presented
to confirm the use of chemical weapons. UK Toreign Sceretary Liz Truss said
officials were working to "urgently” investigate what she called "a eallous
escalation” of the war. The Pentagon called the potential use of the weapons
"decply concerning”. Western nations have warned that the use of chemical
weapons would mark a dangerous cscalation of the confliet and have pledged
to lake lirm action il Russia carries oul such attacks. Ukraine's Depuly
Delence Minister [anna Maliar said the government was invesligaling the
allegalions, adding (hat carly assumplions suggesied phosphorous ammunitlion
had been used. Phosphoerus 15 not classed as a chemical weapon under the
Chemical Weapons Convenlion, bul using il as an incendiary weapon near
civilians would be illegal. On Tuesday, pro-Russian separatist forees in
Donetsk denied carrying out the attack.

The Azov battalion. which has been heavily involved in fighting in Mariupol
and has strong ties to the far-right, wrote in a Telegram post that Russian

forces had dropped "a poisonous substance of unknown origin” during a drone
attack at the city's large Azovstal metals plant. [t said that its fighters

had suffered minor injuries, including shortness of breath. One injured man
described a "sweet-tasting” white smoke covering an area of the plant after

an explesion. Another said he felt immediately unable to breathe and had
collapsed with "cotton legs”. The reported ineident - which the BBC cannot
independently verify - came hours after a spokesperson for the Moscow-backed
Donetsk People's Republic urged Russia to bring in "chemical forces™ to the
besicged south-castern city. Eduard Basurin told Russian state TV the
remaining Ukrainian forces in Mariupol were entrenched at the Azovstal plant
and that Russia should encirele it and "smoke out the moles”. Speaking on
Monday night, President Volodymyr Zelensky said any use of chemical weapons
would mark a "ncw stage of terror against Ukraine” and called on Weslern



nations to arm his forces with the weapons needed to defend his country.
"Unfortunately. we are not getting as much as we need to end this war
sooner,” Mr Zelensky said. "1 am sure that we will get almost everything we
nced, but not only time is heing lost. The lives of Ukrainians are being

lost — lives that can no longer be returned.” UK Defence Minister James
Heappey ruled nothing out in terms of a Western responsc if a chemical
attack was confirmed. "There are some things that are beyond the pale, and
the usc of chemical weapons will get a response and all options are on the
table [or what that response could be,” he said. Last month US President Joe
Biden said Nate "would respond” i Russia used chemical weapons in Ukraine.
"The nature of the response would depend on the nature of the use,” he said.

[Top of the Document]

8. Pentagon Working With Congress on Additional Ukraine Funding
{DefenseNews. Bryant Harris and Joe Gould, 12 Apr 22}...

The Defense Department’s No. 2 civilian official said Tuesday the Biden
administration plans to ask Congress for money to pay for U.S. troop
deployments in Eastern Europe — on the same day Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell, R-Ky., floated the possibility of additional Ukraine funding.
Asked about the potential for additional funding to respond to the crisis,
Deputy Defense Secretary Kathleen Hicks said the Pentagon is working with
Congress to backfill the cost of U.S. forces surged to Eastern Europe. Those
forces were not included in the [TY23 budget request, she said. “Congress an
a bipartisan basis has been very forward leaning in terms of its interest in
making surc they can help us be whole against those requirements,™ she said
at a roundtable with reporters. “As wce are able to kind of abrogate thosc
costs, a lot of that is Army cost, in terms of Army movement. We make surc
to capture those costs, and we're working with Congress.” MceConnell on
Tuesday noied Congress may need (o pass an additional [unding bill (o
respond 1o Russia’s invasion ol Ukraine. *“We may need to do another
supplemental,” McConncll said during remarks in his home state of Kenlucky.
“This is crilically important thal we win, (hat the Russians be deleated,

thal we do everything we can to punish them both on the economic side and
military side.” Congress {inalized a $1.5 tnllion spending bill last month

that provides $13.6 billion in new aid for the Ukraine crisis. The money was
in large part to restore military stocks of equipment already transferred to
Ukrainian military units through the president’s drawdown authority, while
S3.1 billion was to cover “deployment, operational, and intelligence costs™
for U.S. forces deployed to Europe in response to the Russian actions,

Legislation supporting Ukraine and punishing Russia has become easy fodder
in recent weeks for an otherwise bitterly partisan Congress to pass into

law, President Joe Biden signed into law last week two separate bills
penalizing Russia, which both the Scnate and the House quickly passced before
adjourning for a two-week reeess. The Scnate passed both picees of
legislation — one bill banning Russian cnergy imports and another suspending
normal trade relations with Moscow — by a 100-0 vote. Scparatcly, the Scnate
unanimously passcd another bill last week intended to expedite military aid

to Ukraine by casing statutory requirements under the president’s authority

to lease or loan delense articles to Kyiv. [lowever, the House did not take
aclion on the Ukraine bill belore recessing. [Ticks said the Biden



administration is in a “continuing dialogue™ with Ukrainian officials over

the types of weapons it plans to send, and that presidential decisions on

the matter arc pending. “Yes, we will continue to look at the type of
capabilitics that the Ukrainians are asking for in terms of how to give them
more range and distance,” Hicks said. Washington is debating an increasc to
LS. military deployments in Eastern Europe, which grew after Russia’s
annexation of Crimea in 2014. That would represent another added expense.
But any major changes in force posture will probably have to wait for the
carly July NATO summil in Madnd, ITicks said. “Given that we're n the midst
ol opcrations now, those operations may continue for some time as they are,”
she said. “I wouldn'( anlicipate drastic changes in U.S. posture, and

cerlainly not belore there’s a summil where there’s a general understanding
ol what allicd posture is going to be.™

[Top of the Document]|

9. Pentagon Does 'Not Object’ to Potential Transfer of Jets From Slovakia to
Ukraine
{Washington Examiner, Mike Brest, 12 Apr 22)...

The Pentagon would not stand in the way of a possible transfer of Slovakian
fighter jets to Ukraine, a senior U.S. defense official told reporters

Tuesday. Slovakia. which has already provided military technology to the
Ukrainian military that the United States has back-filled, could provide
MiG-29 fighter aircraft, Prime Minister Eduard Heger said Monday, according
to Politico, though it's unclear how many the country would provide. “We
certainly would not objeet to it. We have no right to object to it,” the
defense official said, noting that the TS, to its knowledge, was not
involved in any of the discussion in facilitating the deal. Carlicr during

the war in Ukraine, the U.S. nixed a proposcd Polish deal that would provide
Ukraine with Mi(3-29 aircraft because the Polish wanted to transfer the
planecs lo U.S. custody first. The Pentagon called (he possible deal
"high-risk" and nol "tenable."”

The defense ofTicial specilied that the objection to the previous possible
agreement was the role in getting the planes to Ukraine, not Poland's idea
1o provide the aircraft. *“I want to stress again, from the very beginning,
we said that these are sovereign decisions that nations can make, and we
respect them, and if a nation wants to provide fixed-wing fighter aircraft
1o Ukraine, then that’s up to them to decide and for them to speak to. And
what our goal again, our objections to the previous proposal was that the
country in question expressed the desire to transfer them into our custody
for us to deliver to Ukraine," the official said. "That is what we objected
to. We did not object to the idea of the provision of fixed-wing aircraft to
Ukraine, and that will be a decision in this case for Slovakia to make," the
official continued.

The Slovakian government is loeking to move away from relying on MiGs
beeause the upkeep on such aireraft requires a “relationship” with Russia,
Heger said, noting that they re waiting two more years to reecive U.S.-made
F-16s. Ukrainian leaders continued to press Weslem governments [or
additional military rcsources as Russia has changed its operaling taclics (o



focus on the Donbas region, the eastern and southeastern part of the
country. The LS. alone has provided $1.7 billion in military aid since
Russia invaded. Last week, Slovakia provided the Ukrainians with an $-300
air defense system, and .8, Burepean Command repositioned one Patriot
missile system to Slovakia in return.

[Top of the Document)]

10. Putin Says Peace Talks With Ukraine Arc at Dead End, Goads the Wesl
(Reulers, Guy Faulconbridge, 12 Apr 22)...

President Vladimir Putin said on Tuesday peace lalks with Ukraine had hit a
dead end, using his first public comments on the conflict in more than a

week 10 vow his troops would win and (o goad the West for (ailing Lo bring
Moscow to heel. Addressing the war in public for the first time since

Russian forces retreated from northern Ukraine after they were halted at the
gates of Kviv, Putin promised that Russia would achieve all of its "noble"
aims in Ukraine. In the strongest signal to date that the war will grind on

for longer, Putin said Kyiv had derailed peace talks by staging what he said
were fake claims of Russian war crimes and by demanding security guarantees
to cover the whole of Ukraine. "We have again returned to a dead-end
situation for us," Putin, Russia's paramount leader since 1999, told a news
briefing during a visit to the Vostochny Cosmodrome 3,450 miles (5,550 km}
east of Moscow. Asked by Russian space agency workers if the operation in
Ukraine would achieve its goals, Putin said: "Absolutely. [ don't have any
doubt at all." Russia will "rhythmically and calmly" continuc its operation

but the most important stratcgic conclusion was that the unipolar
international order which the United States had built after the Cold War was
breaking up, Putin said. Putin said Russia had no choice but to fight

because it had to defend the Russian speakers of castern Ukraine and prevent
its former Soviet neighbour from becoming an anti-Russian springboard for
Moscow's cnemics. The West has condemned the war as a brutal imperial-siyle
land grab targeting a sovereign couniry. Ukraine says il is [ighting [or its
survival aller Putin annexed Crimea 1n 2014 and on Feb. 21 recognised iwo of
is rebel regions as sovereign. Putin dismissed the Wesl's sanclions, which
have lipped Russia lowards ils worsl recession sinee the years [ollowing the
1991 fall of the Soviel Union, as a failure. "That Blitzkrieg on which our

foes were counting did not work,” Putin said. "The United States is ready to
fight with Russia until the last Ukrainian - that is the way it is." Putin,

who had been ubiquitous on Russian television in the early days of the war,
had largely retreated from public view since Russia's withdrawal from
northern Ukraine two weeks ago. His only public appearance in the past week
was at the funeral of a nationalist lawmaker, where he did not directly
address the war. On Monday he met the visiting chancellor of Austria ata
country residence cutside Moscow but no images of that meeting were
released.

Putin dismisscd Ukrainian and Western elaims that Russia had committed war
crimes as fakes. Since Russian troops withdrew from towns and villages
around the Ukrainian capital Kyiv, Ukrainian troops have been showing
journalists corpses of what they say arc civilians killed by Russian forees,
destroyed houses and burnt-out cars. Reuters saw dead bodics in the town of
Bucha but could not independently verify who was responsible [or the
killings. Ukraine says Russia 1s guilly of genocide and U.S. President Joc



Biden has accused Putin of war crimes and called for a trial. Putin said he
had told Western leaders to think a little about destruction by the United
Statcs of the Syrian city of Raqqa, the former de facto capital of the

[slamic State caliphate, and in Afghanistan. "Have you scen how this Syrian
city was turncd to rubble by American aireraft? Corpses lay in the ruins for
months decomposing,” Putin said. "Nebody cared. No one even noticed." "There
was no such silenee when provocations were staged in Syria, when they
portrayed the use of chemical weapons by the Assad government. Then it
turncd oult that it was fake. It's the same kind of [ake in Bucha." The
Organisation [or the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons has found thal poison
gas was used repeatedly in Syria, including in Ghouta, an opposition-held
suburb of Damascus. Russia has objecled to these [indings that implicated
i ally Syrian president Bashar al-Assad. Washington and its allics have
denied targeling civilians in the 2017 air strikes on Raqga, a Syrian city

that had become the headquarters of the Islamic State militant movement the
U.S.-led cealition was fighting. Putin, who says Ukraine and Russia are
essentially one people, casts the war as an inevitable confrontation with

the United States, which he accuses of threatening Russia by meddling in its
backyard. Sixty one years to the day since the Soviet Union's Yuri Gagarin
blasted off into the history books by becoming the first man in space, Putin
drew an analogy between Soviet space successes and Russia's defiance today.
"The sanctions were total, the isolation was complete but the Soviet Union
was still first in space.” he said. "We don't intend to be isolated,” Putin
added. "It is impossible to severely isolate anyone in the modern world -
especially such a vast country as Russia."

[Top of the Document)]

11. Putin and Lukashenko Describe Bucha Killings as “Fake’ and *Staged by
Englishmen’
(Politico, Victor Jack, 12 Apr 22}...

Russian President Viadimir Putin called the mass killing of civilians in
Bucha “lake” and praiscd Russia’s “noblc™ war against Ukraine during a visil
to castern Russia with Belarusian President Alexander Lukashenko on Tucsday.
“When it comes (o Bucha ... it's the cxact same fake as in Syria,” Pulin said,
n refercnce to Russian claims ftom 2018 (hat the use of chemical weapons in
the Syrian war was staged by foreign agents. Bucha was ““a psychological
operation staged by Englishmen,” Lukashenko added. After Russian troops
partially withdrew from Bucha, a town outside of Kyiv. earlier this month,
authorities discovered roads lined with civilians apparently tied up and

shot at close range, as well as mass graves of local residents. Russia has
repeatedly denied it was responsible, but numerous media outlets have
independently shown that it was unlikely the scenes were staged by Ukraine.

The Russian president was on a joint visit with the Belarusian premier to

the Vostochny Cosmaodrome in Russia’s far cast to celebrate “Space Day™ and
discuss the two countrics’ space industrics. “What is happening in Ukraine

is a tragedy ... but they left us no choice,” Putin said, adding that Russia’s
military “goals arc absolutcly clear and noble.” He also slammed the U.S.,
alleging Washington was using Ukraine as a proxy conflict and was “rcady to
fight against Russia until the last Ukrainian™ — while repeating claims it

was “impossible™ o 1solate Russia with sanctions because of 1is size.

Russia’s cconomy  which has been hammered by sanctions, inllation and



capital flight since its invasion of Ukraine — is set to contract by over 10
percent this year, the biggest drop in GDP in more than two decades. Putin
also told reporters that negotiations with Ukraine had reached a “deadlock™
duc to an “inconsistency on fundamental issucs”™ and suggested talks may take
place in Belarus in the future.

[Top of the Document)]

12. A Fifth of Russia’s War Dcad Arc "Officers Sent to Commmand Putin’s
Troops in Ukraine”
{Indcpendent, Rory Sullivan, 12 Apr 223...

More high-ranking Russian soldicrs have been killed in the conilict,
Ukraine’s military has said, [ollowing reports that about 20 per cenl of the
Kremlin’s war dead are officers. The Ukrainian army said that Colonel
Alexander Bespalov, who led the 59th Guards Tank Regiment, and Lieutenant
Colonel Vyacheslav Savinov, who worked in artillery reconnaissance. had
died. Colonel Bespalov's funeral took place in the central Russian ciry of
Ozersk on Friday. with his death first announced via a local messaging board
post, which was later deleted. Their deaths come as the BBC Russian Service
concluded that ofticers account for one in five Russian losses on the
battlefields of Ukraine. [n a sample of 1,083 dead Russian soldiers, there
were 31 majors and 155 troops ranked between second lieutenant and captain,
the broadcaster reported.

Experts believe the proportion of officer deaths could be slightly inflated
duc to the faster return of their bodices to Russia than those of

rank-and-file soldicrs. Spcaking on Friday, Olcksiy Arcstovych, a Ukrainian
presidential adviser, said the Kremlin had refused to accept the corpses of
3,000 of its regular soldiers carly in the war. “They said, “We don’t

believe in such quantitics. We don’t have (his number. We're not ready 1o
accepl theny,” he old The Washinglon Post. Moscow has been largely quiel
aboul the number of casualties it has suftered since it invaded Ukraine on
24 February. In only its second update, Viadimir Putin’s regime said 1,351
Russian troops had died as of 25 March. [Towever, Kyiv belicves almost 20,000
Russian troops have been killed so far in less than seven weeks of fighting,
more than the 15,000 Soviet soldiers who lost their lives in the
Soviet-Afghan war, fought between 1979 and 1989,

Although Russia has not released a new death toll for some titme, Dmitry
Peskov, Mr Putin’s spokesperson, said last week that his country had seen
“significant losses of troops™, describing it as "a huge tragedy for us”. On
Mondayv, Western officials confirmed that Russian forces had sustained
“extremely high casualties™, adding that they are becoming “increasingly
difficult to lcad”. The remarks were made as the Kremlin plans to heighten
its attack against thc Donbas region of castern Ukraine.

[Top of the Document)]
PREPARE

13. Army’s Cavoli to Be Next EUCOM Chiel and NATO Commander in Europe,



Report Says
(Stars & Stripes, John Vandiver. 12 Apr 22}...

Cien. Christopher Cavoli, a Russian speaker who has led the Army in Burope
for the past four years, has been tapped to serve as the next head of U.S.
European Command, according to a Wall Street Journal report. Cavoli would
replace Gen. Tod Wolters, who is slated to retire, the Journal reported
Monday, citing unnamed U.S. officials. The shakcup comes at a crucial time
in Europe, where Russia’™s war on Ukraine has prompted the U.S. and its
allics 10 send thousands more (rtoops o NATO s eastern [lank. I confirmed,
Cavoli also would serve simultancously as NATOs supreme allicd commander.
During his tenure at U.S. Army Europe and Africa, Cavoli has overscen a
mission thal was growing cven before Russia’s Feb. 24 full-fledged invasion
ol Ukraine. Additional units, such the Army’s 36th Artillery Command, have
taken up new positions in Germany, marking a reversal from the decadeslong
post-Cold War drawdown of U.S. troops in Europe.

[n October 2020, Cavali was promoted in connection with LS. Army Europe and
Africa's elevation to a four-star headquarters. Going forward as EUCOM
chief, Cavali is expected to play a key role in designing what the future

U.S. mission in Europe will lock like. Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman Army
Gen. Mark Miley and other military leaders have said they anticipate more
U.S. troops being based on NATOs eastern flank in the future in connection
with concerns about further Russian aggression. That incrcase could involve
rotational forces or @ mix of revolving and permancntly bascd troops.

Cavoli, who was born to an Army family in Wucrzburg, Germany, during the
Cold War, grew up at various military bascs around Europe. A graduate of
Princeton University, he served multiple tours in Afghanistan. He also is a
foreign arca officer and held a previous staff job as dircetor for Russia on

the Joint Staft. A replacement lor Cavoli at Army headquarters in Wiesbaden,
Germany has nol yel been announced.

[Top of the Document]

14. U.5. Amphibious Combat Group Deploys to the High North Anud Iligh
Tensions
(Independent Barents Observer, Thomas Nilsen, 12 Apr 22)...

The North Atlantic with [celand and northern Norway are critical
communication links between North America and Europe in times of war. This
winter, one NATO exercise has followed the other. The Norwegian-led Cold
Response was followed by the [celand-hosted, U.S. Sixth Feet-led Northern
Viking. Now, the largest warship that participated outside Keflavik last
week sails into the waters of northern Norway with the U.S. 22nd Marine
Expeditionary Unit, forces consisting of amphibious vessels, aircraft,
helicopters, multi-role attack ships, logistics and a command unit. Training
is sct to kick off next week. “This is a very important allied unit from the
U.S. Marine Corps.” says Lt. Gen. Yngve Odlo, head of the Norwegian
Operations Headquarters.

In case of war, Norway depend on reinforcement [rom allied lorces.
“Receiving and joint training with allied forces is very important and



contributes to high operational readiness. Norway, and especially parts of
Nordland and Trems regions, are favorable training areas for several of our
allicd forces,” QOdlo notes. The amphibious assault ship “USS Kearsage™ made
port call to Tromsa on Monday. The dock landing ship “USS Gunston Hall™ and
the destroyer “USS Gravely™ are also taking part. With seldicrs from the
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Caroling, the 22nd Marine
Expeditionary Unit ready for fast reaction winter operations includes a

tiltrotor squadron, the ground combat element, a landing tcam, aviation

combal [orces, and a logistic element. The training will last until carly

sumnier, the Armed Forces informs.

[Top of the Document]

15. Albania's Former 'Stalin City' Looks Wesl With NATO Airbase
{AFP, 12 Apr 22)...

[n an Albanian city once named for Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin, dozens of
Soviet- and Chinese-made planes rust in the open air on a former communist
airbase, some with flat tyres, others covered with dust. The site in the

central city now called Kucova is being transformed into a modern NATO
airbase, a symbol of Albania's westward shift -- and a key military buffer

in Europe as Russia wages war in Ukraine. The renovation project was agreed
in 2018 by the Balkan state and NATO, which has already committed $55
million {50.4 million euros) to the project, according to Albanian sources.
Construction began at the beginning of the year, ahead of Russia's February
24 invasion of Ukrainc that has sparked fears of a spillover into NATO and
EU member states. Though the timing of the Kucova base redevelopment was a
coincidence, for somce it is a welcome once. "The changed global security
environment has now created considerable impetus for the completion of the
(basc) renovation plan,” a NATQ official in Brussels told AFP, speaking on
condition of anonymity. The base, duc to be completed in 2023, will give the
"alliance an important stralegic lacility in the Western Balkans, within

short reach of the Medilerrancan, Middle East and the Black Seca region”, the
NATO ollicial said.

After decades of global isolation, Albania became a NATO member in 2009, It
was shunned by much of the world under paranoid Communist dictator Enver
Hoxha, who forged close ties with the Soviet Union and China before falling
out with them over their apparent deviation from true Marxism. The country
embraced the West after the fall of the communist regime in 1990, and today

is eager to become an EU member. The defunct aircraft at the Kucova base are
reminders of a chapter of Albania's history many are happy to leave behind

-- and a signal to Russia which has sought to extend its influence in the

region. "The construction of this base is a clear message to other players

with bad intentions in the Western Balkans region," Albania's Defence

Minister Niko Peleshi told AFP. The construction is certain to irk Moscow,
which strongly opposcs any NATO cxpansion into castern and central Europe --
espeeially in the Balkans which has traditionally been torn between East and
West. Today, Albania's neighbours Croatia, Montencgro and Northern Maecdonia
arc all part of NATO too. For Scit Putro, who has worked in the finance
department at the base for more than 30 yvears, it's a welcome confirmation

of Albania's political allegianecs. "Once in the Bast, we arc now in our

placce, next Lo the Wesl, which is a good step forward for all,” he told AFP.



The 350-hcetare (863-acre) site in the former "Stalin City' was built in the
1950s under Hoxha with help from the Sovicts, and completed later with a
network of the samce kind of underground tunncls that were dug across the
country in casc of nuclear attack. Oncce the NATQ renovation is finished, it
will function as & tactical operational base, kitted out with a refurbished
runway more than two kilometres (1.2 miles) long, an updaicd conlrol lower
and ncw storage units. It will have the capacily (o host state-ol-the-art
mililary aircrall and can also be used for reluelling and ammunition

storage. Oflicials arc also hoping the base, which once employed 700 people,
will create new jobs in the poor region, 85 kilomelres south ol the capital
Tirana. It will have a "very posilive economic and social impacl”, said
deputy commander of the base. Major Leandro Svka.

The aircraft now languishing on the airbase mainly consist of Chinese and
Soviet MiGs, Soviet-made Antonovs and Yak-18s. At the end of the Cold War,
the base had about 200 planes and 40 helicopters, which were put out of
commission as they were obsolete. About 75 remain today, and their fate
remains uncertain. The authorities have to yet to decide whether they will
be auctioned, put in a museum or turned into scrap metal. For some, they
hold painful memories from past conflicts. Former pilot Niazi Nelaj
remembers clearly his first flight aboard a Mig-13, which bore bullet marks
from combat in distant Asian countrics. But the 85-vear-old is happy to sec
the airbase aligned with NATQ, and he belicves Albania's previous pivot
toward the East was only an "accident of history™. "Albania's natural
alliance has always been and will be with the West," he said.
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OVERVIEW

Amid growing concern that Russia could use chemical or biological weapons, Secretary of Defense Lloyd Austin
told CBS News the U.S. expected to see Russia continue attacks against Ukraine’s civilian population in an attempt
to re-establish momentum for their “essentially stalled” campaign. Separately, current and former Pentagon
officials rejected Russian and Chinese accusations that the U.S. was funding biclogical weapons labs in Ukraine,
and one senior official noted “Russia knows well we eliminate weapons of mass destruction.” the Wall Street
Journal wrote. Also of note, INDOPACOM Commander Adm. John C. Aquilino said that China has installed
missile arsenals, aircraft hangars, radar systems and other military facilities on at least three artificial 1slands
the South China Sea to expand offensive capability beyond their continental shores, the Associated Press reported.

TOP STORIES
1. Austin vows ‘significant reaction’ if Russia uses chemical or biological weapons in Ukraine
CBSNews.com (Face the Nation), Mar. 20 (1222) | Melissa Quinn

Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin warned Sunday a chemical or biological weapons attack by Russia in Ukraine
would prompt a “significant reaction” from the United States, as well as global allies and partners. “If a chemical
or biological weapon was used, you’d see a significant reaction from not only the United States, but also the

LA 1Y

global community,” Austin said in an interview on “Face the Nation.” “I don’t want to speculate about what
exactly would change our calculation. I think engaging in hypotheticals is probably not helpful here either, but

this is a very serious step and as you heard our president say, we won’t take that lightly.”

2, Pentagon Program Becomes Ilashpoint
Wall Street Journal, Mar. 21 (0200), Pg. A6 | Sharon Weinberger

A decades-old Pentagon program that was used to secure biological weapons across the former Soviet Union --
and to build trust between Washington and Moscow after the Cold War -- has instead become a new flashpoint
in an information war between the two countries in the wake of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.

3. U.S. Admiral Says China Fully Militarized lsles
Associated Press (Exclusive), Mar. 21 (0126) | Jimm Gomez and Aaron Favila

China has fully militarized at least three of several islands it built in the disputed South China Sea, arming them
with anti-ship and anti-aircraft missile systems, laser and jamming equipment, and fighter jets in an increasingly
aggressive move that threatens all nations operating nearby, a top U.S. military commander said Sunday. U.S.
Indo-Pacific commander Adm. John C. Aquilino said the hostile actions were in stark contrast to Chinese



President X1 Jinping’s past assurances that Beijing would not transform the artificial islands in contested waters
into military bases. The efforts were part of China’s flexing its military muscle, he said.

DEFENSE DEPARTMENT

4, Ukraine war is backdrop in U.S. push for hypersenic weapons
Associated Press, Mar. 20 (1105) | David Sharp

Lagging behind Russia in developing hypersonic weapons, the U.S. Navy is rushing to field its first, with
mstallation on a warship starting as soon as late next year. The United States 1s in a race with Russia and China
to develop these weapons, which travel at speeds akin to ballistic missiles but are difficult to shoot down because
of their maneuverability.

COVID-19

5. Inside LS. troops’ fight against the Pentagon’s ‘unjust” COVID vaccine mandate
Washingron Times Online, Mar. 20 (2106) | Ben Wolfgang

They didn’t make the decision lightly, as they were fully aware it would likely cost them their military careers.
But for U.S. troops who refused the federally mandated COVID-19 vaccine, it was a sacrifice worth making.
Washington Times interviews with several service members and the lawyers who represent them revealed a host
of reasons for opting against coronavirus immunization. They include deeply held religious beliefs. fears of long-
term health side effects and broader concerns about what objectors say is the increasingly heavy hand of
government in their personal lives.

EXECUTIVE/LEGISLATIVE

6. White House: Biden to Visit Poland on Europe T'rip This Week
Associated Press, Mar. 21 (0018) | Colleen Long and Ellen Knickmeyer

President Joe Biden has added a stop in Poland to his trip this week to Europe for urgent talks with NATO and
European allies, as Russian forces concentrate their fire upon cities and trapped civilians in a nearly month-old
mvasion of Ukraine. Biden will first travel to Brussels and then to Poland to meet with leaders there, press
secretary Jen Psaki said in a statement Sunday night.

7. ‘Do the Right Thing’: How U.S,, Allics United to Punish Putin
Associated Press, Mar. 20 (1256) | Josh Boak

Just days before Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 24, President Joe Biden quietly dispatched a team to European
Union headquarters in Belgium. These were not spy chiefs or generals, but experts in reading fine print and
tracking the flow of money, computer chips and other goods around the world. Their mandate: inflict maximum



pain on Russian President Vladimir Putin, making it harder, if not impossible, for him to fund a prolonged war in
Ukraine and denying him access to technologies at the core of modern warfare.

8. Prosccutors May Seck To Resolve Sept. 11 Case Without a Capital Trial
New York Times, Mar. 21 (0300), Pg. Al3 | Carol Rosenberg

Pentagon prosecutors have struggled for more than a dozen years to hold the death-penalty trial of Khalid Shaikh
Mohammed. the accused mastermind of the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, and his four co-defendants at Guantianamo
Bay. Now a trial prosecutor who has been on the case since the George W. Bush administration, Clayton G.
Trivett Jr., is in talks with defense lawyers about trading guilty pleas for at most life in prison without parole.

EUROPE

9, LUkraine Rejects Russian Offer of Passage Out of Mariupol
Associated Press, Mar. 21 (0i37) | Cara Anna

Ukrainian officials defiantly rejected a Russian demand that their forces in Mariupol lay down arms and raise
white flags Monday in exchange for safe passage out of the besieged strategic port. Fighting for Mariupol has
continued to be intense, even as the Russian offensive in other areas has floundered to the point where Western
governments and analysts see the broader conflict grinding into a war of attrition. Ukrainian officials rejected the
Russian proposal for safe passage out of Mariupol even before Moscow's 5 a.m. deadline for a response came and
went.

14). L kraine Assault Uproots 10 Million
Wall Street Journal, Mar. 21 (0200), Pg. Al | Alan Cullison, Isabel Coles and Matthew Luxmoore

Russia’s assault on Ukraine has forced more than 10 million people to abandon their homes, the United Nations
said, with the scale of the humanitarian disaster showing little sign of easing as Moscow presses its attack with
missile strikes and artillery fire.

11.  As Russian advances slow, a stalcmate may be on the horizon
Washington Post, Mar. 21 (0115), Pg. Al | Liz Sly and Dan Lamothe

Russia’s attempt to conquer Ukraine could be headed toward a stalemate as heavy casnalties and equipment losses
take a toll on unprepared Russian forces that have failed so far to achieve any of their initial objectives, Western
officials and military experts say.

12. LS and NA'TO) officials struggle to decipher status of negotiations between Russia and Ukraine
CNN.com, Mar. 20 (2200} | Zachary Cohen, Natasha Bertrand and Alex Marguardt

US and NATO ofificials believe Russian President Viadimir Putin has not backed off his original demands in talks
with Ukraine, and there is a heavy dose of skepticismin Western capitals about how credible Moscow’s

3.



engagement truly is -- even as the status of those negotiations remains difficult to decipher, according to multiple
sources briefed on the situation.

13. Ukraing finally rotates workers at Chernobvl —TAKA

Agence France-Presse, Mar. 21 (0337) | Not Attributed

Ukraine has managed to rotate staff working at the Chernobyl nuclear power plant for the first time since Russia
seized it last month as it invaded its neighbour, the UN’s nuclear agency said.

14. Ukraine’s military is winning with agile defenses, measured weapons use and fierce will
Washington Times Online, Mar. 20 (1940) | Bill Gertz and Mike Glenn

Outgunned Ukrainian forces are winning the war so far against the invading Russians with unique tactics,
effective use of weapons and fighters who have exhibited a fierce commitment to defending their nation, military
analysts say. In particular, the anti-tank missiles supplied to Ukraine in advance of the month-old war played a
major role in thwarting the advances of Russian tanks and armored vehicles, and the anti-aircraft systems denied
Moscow control of the skies.

15, LS delivers air defence system to Slovakia
Agence France-Presse, Mar. 20 (1158) | Not Attributed

The US-made Patriot air defence system is on its way to Slovakia, Defence Minister Jaroslav Nad said Sunday,
paving the way for Bratislava to possibly deliver similar hardware to Ukraine.

16.  Signed up to fight, some forcigners wait in frustration
Washington Post, Mar. 21 (0115), Pg. Al | Sudarsan Raghavan

Since Russia invaded Ukraine, thousands of Americans and other foreign nationals have signed up to fight for
Ukraine, answering a call to action by Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky. Now, with the conflict in its
fourth week, a growing number of foreign volunteers are flowing into the capital, signing contracts and receiving
weapons and combat training before being deployed to one of the numerous front lines of the war,

17. On NATO’s eastern edoe, hich stakes for exposed Baltics
Washington Post, Mar. 21 (0115), Pg. A13 | Missy Ryan, Michael Birnbaum, Paul Sonne and Steve Hendrix

As Russia presses its invasion deeper into Ukraine, Baltic leaders say the world has finally woken up to the
admonitions they have been making for years: that Putin 18 prepared to use force, like he did in Georgia, Crimea
and eastern Ukraine, to advance his political goals. As the global implications of Putin’s assault set in, Baltic
nations’ appeals for greater deterrence are translating into additional troop and aircraft deployments. Already in
recent months, new NATO and U.S. forces have been dispatched to the region. In Estonia, a British-led force of
some 2,500 NATO troops conducts training and exercises with local forces. Additional NATO forces are there
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for the Baltic air policing mission, which now includes American F-35s and British and U.S. F-16s. There are
also American F-35s in Lithuania.

18. Isan EU Army Coming?
ForeignPolicy.com (Interview), Mar. 20 (1338) | Elisabeth Braw

The war in Ukraine, politicians and pundits agree, is the European Union’s sudden birth as a serious military
player. Germany has announced that it will dramatically increase its defense spending and is sending weapons to
Ukraine—a previously unthinkable development. The European Union, heretofore mostly known as an outfit that
voices concerns about military aggression but does nothing, has already sent Ukraine military aid worth more
than half a billion dollars. But what exactly the EU’s military role should be remains painfully unclear: Member
states have widely different opinions on the matter, and European security 18 of course already being looked after
by NATO. What, exactly, can the EU do to grow its military muscle without causing affront to its Brussels
neighbor? Severe crises below NATO’s Article 5 threshold, in a way, pose an opportunity for the EU to make a
real military contribution. Its Military Committee composed of member states’ defense chiefs  has the daunting
task of mapping a course. At the center sits its chair, Gen. Claudio Graziano.

RUSSIA

19.  Putin Is Seen as Shifting to Plan B
Wall Street Journal, Mar. 21 (0200), Pg. Al' | Michael R. Gordon and Alex Leary

After Russian forces failed to secure a quick victory over Ukraine, senior U.S. officials see signs the Kremlin is
shifting to a new strategy to secure key territorial objectives while seeking leverage to compel the Ukrainian
government to accept neutrality between Russia and the West. The new assessment of Mr. Putin’s intentions,
which is shared by senior officials within the Biden administration, is to compel Kyiv to accept Russian claims
to Ukraine’s southern and eastern territories. Having seized both Crimea and regions of Donbas in 2014, Russia
seeks to secure a “land bridge” between western Russia and the Crimean Peninsula, and to expand Russian control
of the Donbas region.

20.  Blame Game Begins For Russia Agencics
Wall Street Journal, Mar. 21 (0200), Pg. A6 | Warren P. Strobel and Michael R. Gordon

Recriminations and finger-pointing have begun within Russia’s spy and defense agencies, as the campaign that
Moscow expected to culminate in a lightning seizure of Ukraine’s capital has instead turned into a costly and
embarrassing morass, U.S. officials said. The blame game, which includes the detention of at least one senior
Russian intelligence official, doesn’t appear to pose any immediate threat to Russian President Vladimir Putin’s
iron grip on power, but the U.S. officials are watching the machinations closely.

21. For Putin, “I'ruth’ Is Just Another Front Line
New York Times, Mar. 21 (0300), Pg. Al | Steven Lee Myers and Stuart A. Thompson
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Disinformation in wartime 18 as old as war itself, but today war unfolds in the age of social media and digital
diplomacy. That has given Russia - and its allies in China and elsewhere -- powerful means to prop up the claim
that the invasion is justified, exploiting disinformation to rally its citizens at home and to discredit its enemies
abroad. Truth has simply become another front in Russia’s war. Russia’s message has proved successful
domestically, where the Kremlin's claims go unchallenged. Surveys suggest a majority of Russians support the
war effort. Internationally, the campaign has seeped into an information ecosystem that allows them to spread
virulently, reaching audiences that were once harder to reach.

22. L.S. envov to U.N. decries “disturbing’ accounts of Ukrainians deported to Russia
Reuters, Mar. 20 (1350) | Ted Hesson and Richard Cowan

Accounts that thousands of residents of Ukraine’s besieged port city of Mariupol have been forcibly deported to
Russia are “disturbing” and “unconscionable™ if true, U.S. ambassador to the United Nations Linda Thomas-
Greenfield said on Sunday.

23. Whyv Russia’s tank war stalled in Ukraine
CBSNews.com (Sunday Morning), Mar. 20 (0914) | Not Attributed

The stalled and sputtering spectacle the Russian military is making of itself in Ukraine came as a revelation to
General Frank McKenzie — and almost certainly to Vladimir Putin as well. “I am surprised at the problems they
were having,” McKenzie said. “It should be very concerning to Russian leadership.”

CHINA

24. China Will Work to De-Escalate War in Ukraine, Diplomat Savs
Bioomberg News, Mar. 20 (2256) | Tony Czuczka

China’s top envoy to Washington pledged his country “will do everything” to de-escalate the war in Ukraine, but

LIS

refused to condemn Russia’s attack and branded such requests “naive.” “There’s disinformation about China
providing military assistance to Russia,” Ambassador Qin Gang said on CBS’s “Face the Nation™ on Sunday.
China isn’t sending “weapons and ammunitions to any party,” he said, calling Beijing’s “common interests™ with

Russia an “asset” that could help peace talks.

INDO-PACIFIC

25, India’s Dependence on Russian Weapons Tethers Modi to Putin
Bivomberg News, Mar. 20 (1900) | Sudhi Ranjan Sen

For all the success of the U.S.-led campaign to isolate Russia on the world stage, India has stood out as one major
democracy that has been reluctant to criticize Vladimir Putin -- and billions of dollars in weapons purchases mean
that’s unlikely to change anytime soon.



26.  Evcing China, Japan breaks with past for strong Ukraine response
Agence France-Presse, Mar. 20 (2153) | Not Attributed

Japan has broken with years of precedent in its tough response to the Ukraine invasion, and the conflict could
reshape Tokyo's defence strategy as it confronts China’s regional ambitions, analysts say.

27. Biden administration rules Myanmar army committed genocide against Rohingya

Reuters (Exclusive), Mar. 20 (1508) | Humeyra Pamuk and Simon Lewis

The Biden administration has formally determined that violence committed against the Rohingya minority by
Myanmar’s military amounts to genocide and crimes against humanity, U.S. officials told Reuters, a move that
advocates say should bolster efforts to hold the junta that now runs Myanmar accountable.

MIDDLE EAST

28, L.S. Delivers Patriot Missiles to Saudis
Wall Street Journal, Mar. 21 (0200), Pg. Al12 | David S. Cloud

The Biden administration has transferred a significant number of Patriot antimissile interceptors to Saudi Arabia
within the past month, fulfilling Riyadh’s urgent request for a resupply amid sharp tensions in the relationship,
senior U.S. officials said.

AFGHANISTAN-PAKISTAN
29, How Afehanistan’s Militant Groups Are Evolving Under Taliban Rule
Voice of America News, Mar. 20 (1305) | Jeff Seldin

Intelligence agencies worldwide are warning that Taliban rule in Afghanistan is radically reshaping terrorist and
militant groups in South Asia and around the world. Specifically