
 

 

 

DECLARATION OF SERVICE 

 

Case Name : TESLA INC., dba TESLA MOTORS INC. 

Case No.  : DMV NO.: 21-02188 and 21-02189 /  

OAH NO.: 2023110196 and 2023110196 

Court  : OFFICE OF ADMINSTRATIVE HEARINGS 

 

I declare: 

 

I am employed in the County of Sacramento.  My business address is 2415 First Avenue, 

Sacramento, CA 95818.  I am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the within entitled case. 

 

On December 16, 2025, I served the following: 

 

DECISION; PROPOSED DECISION; STATEMENT TO RESPONDENT RE APPEALS 

 

Addressed as follows: 

  

Tesla Motors Inc. 

45500 Freemont Blvd. 

Freemont, CA 94538 

Respondent 

 

Christopher D. Beatty 

Supervising Deputy Attorney General  

1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor  

10 P.O. Box 70550  

Oakland, CA 94612-0550  

11 Telephone: (510) 879-3313  

Email: christopher.beatty@doj.ca.gov 

Counsel for Complainant, Dept. of Motor 

Vehicles 

 

Greg Call  

Deputy Attorney General  

State of California, Department of Motor 

Vehicles, Legal Affairs Division  

1515 Clay Street, 20th Floor, Oakland, CA 

94612-0550  

Telephone: (5 I 0) 879-1348  

Email: greg.call@doj.ca.gov  

Counsel for Complainant, Dept. of Motor 

Vehicles- 

 

David C. Marcus  

Matthew D. Benedetto  

Wilmer Cutler Pickering Hale and Dorr LLP  

350 South Grand Avenue  

Suite 2100 

Los Angeles, CA 90071  

Email: David.Marcus@wilmerhale.com 

Email : 

Matthew.Benedetto@wilmerhale.com  

Counsel Respondent Tesla, Inc. dba Tesla 

Motors, Inc.  

 

Ariel A. Neuman 

Oliver Rocos 

Miri E. Gold 

1875 Century Park East, 23rd Floor 

Los Angeles, CA 90067-2561 

Email: aneuman@birdmarella.com 

Email: orocos@birdmarella.com 

Email: mgold@birdmarella.com    

Counsel Respondent Tesla, Inc. dba Tesla 

Motors, Inc.  
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By the following method:

EI USMAIL: By placing the true copies thereofenclosed in
a sealed envelop€ marked cenified mail with retum receipt
requened as well as First-Class Mail. I am familiar with the
business practice at the Department of Motor Vehicles for
collection and processing of correspondence for mailing with
lhe United States Postal Service. In accordance with that
practice. correspondence placed in the intemal mail collection
syslem at the Depanment of Motor vehicles is deposited with
the United States Postal Service thst samc day in the ordinary
course ofbusiness.

I e-fU,ltl,: By causing a t ue copy ofthe above described
document in pdf form to be e-mailed ro lhe e-mail addresycs
listed above. Opposi[g prrty hrs sgreed to be served
by cmril.

E OTHER SERVICE: I caused such envelope(s) to be
delivered to the ollicc of$e addresser(s) Iisted ahove b1,:

E Golden Stare Ovemighr

I declare under penalty o
true and corect, and that
16,2025.

f perjury under the laws of the State of Califomia that the foregoing is
this declaration was executed at to, Califomia on December

GARDNER
Staff s Manager I
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DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
  

In the Matter of the Accusation Against: 

 
 
TESLA INC., dba TESLA MOTORS, INC., a 
Vehicle Manufacturer and Dealer, 
                                                         
 
                                                       Respondent. 

  
CASE NO. 21-02188 
LICENSE NO. 63277 
OAH NO. 2023110194 
 
CASE NO. 21-02189 
LICENSE NO. 68106 
OAH NO. 2023110196 
 
AIMS NO. 21V1L12011 
 
ORDER ADOPTING 
PROPOSED DECISION 
SUBJECT TO REDUCTION 
OR MITIGATION OF THE 
PROPOSED PENALTY 

The Proposed Decision of the Administrative Law Judge, a copy of which is herewith 

served upon you and filed as a public record as provided in Government Code section 11517, is 

hereby adopted by the Director of Motor Vehicles of the State of California pursuant to 

Government Code section 11517(c)(2). 

In accordance with Government Code section 11517 (c)(2), the Director reduces or 

otherwise mitigates the proposed penalty and adopts the balance of the proposed decision by 

amending the order on pages 40 and 41 of the Proposed Decision to read as follows: 

“Order 

1. Continuing use by respondent Tesla Inc., doing business as Tesla Motors Inc., of the 

Autopilot name to describe ADAS features that do not cause respondent’s vehicles to operate at 

SAE Level 3, SAE Level 4, or SAE Level 5 violates Civil Code section 1770, Vehicle Code 

sections 11713 and 24011.5, and California Code of Regulations, title 13, section 260.00.  

2. Vehicle Dealer License Number 68106, held by respondent Tesla Inc., doing business as 

Tesla Motors Inc., is hereby suspended for 30 days; provided, however, that said suspension is 

mvctg2
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stayed for a period of 90 days under the terms and conditions set forth in paragraph 7, below.  

3. Vehicle Manufacturer License Number 63277, held by respondent Tesla Inc., doing 

business as Tesla Motors Inc., is hereby suspended for 30 days; provided, however, that said 

suspension is permanently stayed.   

4. During the 30-day suspension period, respondent shall not exercise any of the privileges 

granted under Vehicle Dealer License Number 68106.  

5. If, in connection with any advertising, representation, or dissemination made to the public 

or any member thereof during the period of actual suspension, such advertising, representation, 

or dissemination states or reasonably implies that respondent’s dealer’s license has been or is 

suspended for any reason other than by order of the DMV, such advertising, representation, or 

dissemination shall be deemed to be untrue or misleading advertising within the meaning of 

Vehicle Code section 11713, subdivision (a).  

6. During the 30-day suspension period, DMV employees shall post notices of suspension, 

in accordance with the provisions of California Code of Regulations, title 13, section 316.00. 

Respondent may not remove these notices before the end of the 30-day suspension period.  

7. Respondent shall have an opportunity to mitigate this penalty if, within 60 days from the 

effective date of this Order, Respondent files either of the following with the Department: 

a. A statement that Respondent has ceased using the Autopilot name to describe ADAS 

features that do not cause Respondent’s vehicles to operate at SAE Level 3, SAE Level 4, or 

SAE Level 5.  Said statement shall describe the steps Respondent has taken to cease the use of 

the Autopilot name and the date on which Respondent ceased using the Autopilot name; or 

b. A statement that Respondent has implemented changes to the ADAS features described 

as Autopilot, which now do cause Respondent’s vehicles to operate at SAE Level 3, SAE Level 

4, or SAE Level 5.  Said statement shall contain sufficient detail to enable the Department to 
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identify which specific ADAS features offered by Respondent, individually or collectively, cause 

Respondent’s vehicles to operate at SAE Level 3, SAE Level 4, or SAE Level 5 and are being 

described by use of the Autopilot name. 

The statement shall be filed with the Department by mail at the following: 

DMV Legal Affairs Division 
Attention:  Alma Torlak-Celik 
2415 First Avenue, M/S C128 
Sacramento, CA  95818 

and/or via electronic mail at:   

LADGeneral@dmv.ca.gov; the subject line should include the words “Attention:  Alma 

Torlak-Celik”  

Upon receipt, the Department shall, within 15 days, evaluate and provide a response to 

Respondent as to whether the statement satisfies either of the conditions set forth above.  If the 

Department determines that Respondent’s statement satisfies either of the conditions set forth 

above, the stay set forth in paragraph 2 of this Order shall become permanent. 

This Order shall become effective ___________________. 

 

 

DATED:  ____________________  _________________________________ 
STEVE GORDON 
Director 

January 15, 2026

December 16, 2025

mailto:LADGeneral@dmv.ca.gov
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR VEHICLES® 

A Public Service Agency STATEMENT TO RESPONDENT 
DECISION 

There is attached hereto a copy of the Decision filed with the Department of Motor Vehicles and which has been served 
on you. 

Your appeal rights are as follows: 
 
☐ Pursuant to California Government Code §11520, you may submit a written motion requesting the Default 

Decision be vacated. The motion must state the reasons why good cause exists to vacate the decision. The 
motion must be addressed to the Department’s Legal Office at the address set forth at the bottom of 
the page and must be received on or before XXXXXXX. 

 
☒ You may file a Petition for Reconsideration of the Decision pursuant to California Government Code §11521. 

The petition must be addressed to the Department’s Legal Office at the address set forth at the bottom 
of the page and must be received on or before January 15, 2026. 

 Please note: Pursuant to California Government Code §11521, the Department’s power to grant your petition 
also expires on the date listed above. This date is not automatically extended by your mailing, or the 
Department’s receipt of, your petition. Please take this into consideration when considering the timing of any 
filing. 

 
☐  Pursuant to California Vehicle Code §3052, on or before the 10th day after the last day on which 

reconsideration of a final Decision of the Department can be ordered, you may file an appeal with the New 
Motor Vehicle Board. 

 
☒       Pursuant to California Government Code §11523, judicial review may be had by filing a petition for a writ of 

mandate in accordance with the provisions of the California Code of Civil Procedure. Except as provided 
below, any such petition shall be filed on or before February 14, 2026. Where petitioner, 
within 10 days after the effective date of the Decision, requests the Department to prepare all or any part of 
the record, the time within which a petition may be filed shall be extended until 30 days after its delivery to 
petitioner. The Department may file with the court the original of any document in the record in lieu of a copy 
thereof. 

 
Motions Requesting Vacation of a Default Decision and/or Petitions for Reconsideration of the Decision should be 
addressed to: 

 

Department of Motor Vehicles 
Legal Office C128 
P.O. Box 932382 
Sacramento, CA 94232-3820 

 
If you desire further information, you may contact the Department’s Legal Office in writing at the address above, or by 
telephone at (916) 657-6469. 
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