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Enclosed for your review is our Re ort of Investi ation (the Repo1t) into allegations that-
- aP@fUP (the ), owners of a Civil War memorabilia business, were 
attempting to sell an original Ambrose P. Hill letter (A.P. Hill letter), which was listed on the 
NARA Missing Items website. An initial review of infonnation available about the A.P. Hill 
letter revealed it was among the missing items associated with a large-scale theft of NARA 
records by Howard Hamer, who was convicted in 2005. The letter, described as an Ambrose P. 
Hill Autographed Letter Signed, 1 page, Culpeper Comt House, VA, June 18th, 1849, to Bvt. 
Genl. Childs at Fo1t McHem was bein offered for sale for $2,500 on the website for. 

Additionally, the OIG detennined thafflM1d1 
was prev10us y m possession o ot er NARA stolen records. 

In sUlllllla1y, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Office of Inspector 
General (OIG), Office of Investigations (01), detennined that th~ were in possession of 
the A.P. Hill letter. The OIG recovered the A.P. Hill letter and with the cooperation of the 

FM rletennined that the letter was sold to theilfM by a private collector/deale~r.1--1-,-■• 
who claimed to have previously purchased it from another private collector/dealermr 
The A.P. Hill letter was previously established to have been stolen by Hamer and added to the 
NARA Missing Items List after his conviction in 2005. The list is publicly available on NARA's 

website. The OIG did not fmd evidence that theilfM ., oiWM obtained the letter 
from Hamer or were aware it was stolen NARA prope1ty. 

In collaboration with the.the OIG and Holdings Protection and Recove1y Staff (CH) 
obtained and reviewed the extensive records catalog and ledgers and detennined that the 
FM ryreviously sold otheI historically significant documents stolen from or of interest to 
NARA. Fmthennore, some of those records were a pait of the Hainer thefts and some were 
included on the Missing Items List. However, the OIG was not able to confom the\llfM knew 
those items were stolen and found no direct evidence suggesting it. 

The OIG coordinated with CH for a subject matter review of b(6), b(7)(C) 
sales ledgers and catalogs retrieved during the seai·ch waiTant. Rainer's plea 
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agreement, which included 61 items that Harner confessed to having taken from NARA and 
remained missing, as well as NARA’s Missing Items List, which included an additional 20 items 
that NARA attributed to being stolen by Harner (but not included in the plea agreement) were 
used to determine if the  bought and sold any additional NARA records.  Furthermore, 
CH identified four additional records included in NARA’s Missing Items List and attributed to 
Harner, which were sold by the , as follows: 1) Letter-Secretary of War Jefferson Davis to 
General John Wool, May 30, 1854; 2) Letter-Lieutenant A.P. Hill, 1st Artillery, to Major 
Winship, May 17, 1849, regarding a leave of absence from Fort McHenry; 3) Letter-Lieutenant 
William D. Pender, 1st Dragoons, to Major W.W. Mackall, February 2, 1858, regarding a 
requisition; and 4) Letter from Captain Richard B. Garnett, 6th Infantry Regiment to Captain 
Dram, March 22, 1861, applies for remission of sentence for Private Hyde.  The OIG was unable 
to identify who these items were sold to, but the OIG will continue to collaborate with CH in 
their ongoing efforts to aid in the recovery of these missing NARA items.  
 
The Report is provided to you for information purposes with no response to this Office 
requested.  The Report’s exhibits will be made available on request.   
 
If you have any staff requests or questions concerning this matter, please contact Assistant 
Inspector General for Investigations Jason Metrick, at . 
 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Micah Cheatham, Chief of Management and Administration, Office of Management and 
 Administration (M) 

William Bosanko, Chief Operating Officer, Office of the Chief Operating Officer (C) 
Valorie Findlater, Chief Human Capital Officer, Office of Human Resources (H) 
Gary M. Stern, General Counsel, Office of the General Counsel (NGC) 

, Director, Executive Secretariat (SE) 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

Investigation Number: 
NARA-ART-22-0091-I 
 

Subjects: 

 
 
 

Date Investigation Opened:   
11/15/2021 
Date Investigation Completed:  
03/29/2023 
 

Case Type: (check all that apply) 
 Criminal 
 Administrative 
 Civil 

 

Distribution: 
 Referred - Response Required 
 Referred - No Action/No Response  
 Closed to File 

 
BASIS AND SCOPE 

 

This report is the summary of the results of an investigation conducted by the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations (OI). 

The OIG initiated an investigation based on information received alleging that  and  
 owners of a Civil War memorabilia business, were attempting to sell an original Ambrose P. Hill 

letter (A.P. Hill letter), which was listed on the NARA Missing Items website.  An initial review of information 
available about the A.P. Hill letter revealed it was among the missing items associated with a large-scale theft of 
NARA records by Howard Harner, who was convicted in 2005.  The letter, described as an Ambrose P. Hill 
Autographed Letter Signed, 1 page, Culpeper Court House, VA, June 18th, 1849, to Bvt. Genl. Childs at Fort 
McHenry, was being offered for sale for $2,500 on the website for  

  Additionally, the OIG determined that  was previously in possession of other NARA stolen 
records. (Exhibit 1)  
 

ALLEGED VIOLATION(S) 
 

• 18 United States Code § 641, Public money, property or records (Theft) 
 

FINDINGS 
 
The OIG investigation determined that the  were in possession of the A.P. Hill letter.  The OIG 
recovered the A.P. Hill letter and with the cooperation of the  determined that the letter was sold to the 

 by a private collector/dealer,  who claimed to have previously purchased it from another 
private collector/dealer, .  The A.P. Hill letter was previously established to have been stolen by 
Harner and added to the NARA Missing Items List after his conviction in 2005.  The list is publicly available 
on NARA’s website.  The OIG did not find evidence that , or  obtained the letter from 
Harner or were aware it was stolen NARA property.   
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

fu collaboration with the_, the OIG and NARA obtained and reviewed thelGtmll extensive records 
catalog and ledgers and ~ed that the- previously sold other historic~nificant documents 
stolen from or of interest to NARA. Furthermore, some of those records were a paii of the Ha.mer thefts and 
some were included on the Missing Items List. However, the OIG was not able to confmn the-knew 
those items were stolen and found no direct evidence suggesting it. 

~d the facts of the investigation to the United States Attorney's Office (USAO), 
_, which declined the matter for criminal prosecution. 

BACKGROUND 

b(6), b(7)(C) 

Hamer was a NARA reseai·cher from 1996 through 2002, and after stolen NARA records were posted for sale 
on eBay in 2004, the OIG initiated an investigation and identified Hamer as the source of the stolen records. fu 
2005, the OIG investigation substantiated that Hamer stole more than a 100 Civil War-era documents from 
Archives I in Washington, D.C., and received approximately $47,314 for the sale of almost half of them. 
Hamer confessed to having stolen more than 100 records from NARA. fu 2005, Ha.mer pleaded guilty to one 
count of 18 U.S.C § 668: Theft of Major Aliwork, was convicted, and sentenced to two years' imprisonment to 
be followed by two years of supervised release. As of October 28, 2005, the OIG and NARA recovered 42 of 
the documents stolen by Ha.mer. An OIG review of the records that Hamer identified as having stolen from 
NARA included the AP. Hill letter. 

Additionally, an OIG review of other inquiries and investigations associated with NARA records thefts 
including Hainer revealed previous contacts between NARA, OIG, and- concerning NARA stolen 
records inlfl1possession. However, each of those ievious inquiries w~ed as recoveries or Replevin 
actions and no violations of law were substantiated JIM previously cooperated with NARA and the OIG 
in returning the records, which in at least one instance included a Hamer theft record. 

fu approximately 2006, NARA established the Missing Items List on their public website, which features the 
AP. Hill letter as being stolen from NARA's collection. 

During this investigation, the OIG conducted relevant interviews with: 

, Holdings Protection and Recove1y Staff (CH) 
NARAOIG 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

b(6), b(7)(C) 
b(6), b(7)(C) 
b(6), b(7)(C) 
b(6), b(7)(C) 
b(6), b(7) 
b(6), b(7) 

, Private Citizen/Civil War Record Collector 
, Owner llwWAutographs 

Investigation Number: 

NARA-ART-22-0091-1 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

The OIG reviewed the following relevant records: 

• 2005 Hamer Plea agreement and invento1y of stolen NARA holdings 
• Previous OIG relevant investigative repo1is of records thefts 
• Property Records 

• (6), b(7)(C) . website, ledgers, catalogs, invoices, and other purchase 
histo1y records 

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY 

ement and Tracking System (CMTS) for previous interactions between the 
OIG an<\19fijf reveale was previously in possession of other stolen NARA records. Previous 
OIG investigations detennined purchased records attributed to thefts by Hamer and Dennis Mc Tague. 
However, it did not appear in those investigations that- was under suspicion of theft. Specifically, a 
review of each relevant contact revealed substantially the following: (Exhibit 2) 

• 591_001_roi 06-046-i w exhibits.doc Background to ROI 06-046-I) 
On September 25, 2006, , private researcher, contacted NARA archivist 
concerning a potentially sto ,en ocument he saw for sale on eBay. - advised to contact 
OIG immediately. - stateG had a copy of the document jot sale on eBay ir personal papers 
thall made at NARA approximaiely 30 years ago. On April 4, 2006, [Dennis} McTague pleaded guilty 
to one count of 18 US.C. § 641: theft of government property in the US. District Court for the Eastern 
District o Pennsylvania. On Jul 12, 2007, McTague was sentenced to 15 months imprisonment 

• Letter to •. doc (Related to ROI 06-046-I) 
OIG lette,r dated November 1, 2006, addressed to- identifyinglfl1 as a victim of the McTague 
thefts, citing, "Recently you purchased historical Civil War material from "hchapel" through 
eBay/Denning House Antiquarian Books. This material was stolen from the National Archives ... This 
material is stolen property that belongs to the National Archives. Under no circumstances should you 
sell or transfer this material to another person or entity. " 

• Letter of Receipt to •. doc (Related to ROI 06-046-I) 
OIG letter dated Janua,y 8, 2007, t~ confirming NARA received the stolen document 
referenced in the November 1, 2006 ,etter. 

Investigation Number: 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

there was no use looki.throu records. - likewise adviseG could not research all the 
purchase- made fror due to the lack of records. - could not recall the specifics just 
thaltl bought it from . 

The signature was identified as coming from a letterfrom L. A. Armistead to D. C. Buell, Bvt Maj/Cpt 
6th Inf, New San Diego, Cal, dated June 4, 1861, received June 14, requests to be informed if San Diego 
is a chaplain post. Harner provided the original Letter without signature. 

ickett.doc • OI 04-022-GC) 
, OJG call rning a clipped sign 

fro sold the signature to 
in March 1 . n une 3, 2004, NARA 

the return of "Letterfrom G. E. Pickett to W. W. Mackall, dated April 5, 1858, requesting leave of 
absence." 

• MOI___ -Hood.doc (Relatin to ROI 04-022-GC) 
On September 15, 2004, OJG called concerning a documentllPurchased and sold, which was 

b(6). b(7)(C) identified as stolenfrom NARA. apparent~y purchased the document from 
between September 2000 and Febmmy 2001. Specifically, "Letter from JB. Hood, 2d Lt. 2d Cav., Fort 
~ Cal, July 4, 185 5, asks to be relieved from Lt. William~edition to join his company. " 
- confirme4II purchased the following document from-: "Letter from G.E. Pickett 
dated January 3, 1858, enclosing proceedings of post and company councils 1858P4. " 

• Invento1y of Documents for ROI.DOC (Relating to ROI 04-022-GC) 
General list of documents recovered from Harner and those that remained missing, including one 
offered for sale ~y- in November 2021, described as "A.P Hill to General Childs, June 18, 
1849, requesting extension of leave of absence. " 

• Hamer CMTS Search.pdf 
14-0025-C: During the interview with b(6). b(7)(C) 

a eared to have purchased the Garnett and Pickett letters from Document Deale, 
. -- was interviewed in 2005, by NARA OJG Special Agent 

concerninfd docun~ sold that were known to have been stolen rom NARA by Howard Harner (04-
22-GCl mJSm advised thatltbought the documents fr0t . 

In coordination and with authorization from the United States Attomey:'s Office, 
the OIG used investigative techniques and confomed that th~ busmess, 

was ~ exclusively from their residence and they did not have a storefront. The 
OIG fmther confnmed that theirlfllll conducted their business online and mailed items to their customers or 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

erson at trade shows. The OIG also confomed the AP. Hill letter was located at their 
residence in . (Exhibits 3 & 4) 

The OIG executed a search wanant at th~ residence and location of 
(6), b(7)(C) . without incident, whic~d in the recove1y of the AP H1 etter an re evant sales 

receipt), as well as other sales records related to additional items of NARA interest. An OIG review of the 
records retrieved revealed that the claimed they pm-chased it on March 8, 2015, along with several other 
records from , another records dealer they previously worked with. Fmthe1more, 
the sales ledger states the purchased the AP Hill letter for $1,150. (Exhibit 5) 

- denied knowi~iJJe AP. Hill letter was stolen from NARA and stated thatJ;Jticular transaction was 
handled bymJIIIII, so Ill did not have direct knowledge of it. - repo1tedg publishes items for sale 
on the web~xpressed that the OIG and NARA could sear~ the business catalogs for items 

ii ted of being stolen from NARA. - denied knowingly pm-chasing items stolen from NARA. Ill 
was fully cooperative with the OICi.(Exhlbit 6) 

[Agent's Note:- consented to a volunfffl interview with the OIG. Howevw was noted that-
exhibited obvious cogmtive limitations dmin interview and the OIG te1minate interview.] 
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

never visited Archives II. - denied stealing anything from NARA. - stated the name "Howard 
Hamer" was not familiar t~cCI could not recall specific details about the AP Hill letter or previous 
contacts with NARA about NARA party iiift1 possession. stated thel{tll keep receipts for all 
business ti·ansactions for a period, bu could not recall how long; did not believe that !~essed any 
records or aiiifacts belonging to NARA, but that the OIG was "free to ook" and thaitl anc:vlrlllll "don't hide 
anything." (Exhibit 7) 

In a voluntary interview with the OIG_ -vaguely recalled having an AP. Hill le~ possession some 
time ago but did not know if it was the ~oe~ific AP. Hill letter refenced by the OIG. 1~sedll may 
have traded the AP. Hill letter wit , bull did not have a receipt of that ti·ansactrnn- ~ined 
ll"traded" various items with but could not recall specifics citin- age (83 years old) and II cancer 
diagnosis for II limited memory reportecCI was not familiai· with Hamer and after reviewing the 
NARA Missing Items list, expres!l~ did not possess any of those records. (Exhibit 9) 

Additional Suspected NARA Records Identified 

The OIG coordinated with CH for a subject matter review of 
ledgers and catalogs retrieved during the search waiTant. Hamer's pea agreement, w 1c me u e 
Hainer confessed to having taken from NARA and remained missing, as well as NARA's Missing Items List, 
which included an additional 20 items that NARA atti·ibuted to being stolen by Hainer (but not included in the 
plea agreement) were used to detennine if the-bought and sold any additional NARA records. 
Furthennore, CH identified four additional records included in NARA's Missing Items List and attributed to 
Hainer, which were sold by the as follows: 1) Letter-Secretary of Wai· Jefferson Davis to General John 
Wool, May 30, 1854; 2) Letter-Lieutenant AP. Hill, 1st Aliille1y, to Major Winship, May 17, 1849, regar·ding a 
leave of absence from Fo1i McHemy; 3) Letter-Lieutenant William D. Pender, 1st Dragoons, to Major W.W. 
Mackall, Febma1y 2, 1858, regar·ding a requisition; and 4) Letter from Captain Richar·d B. Garnett, 6th Infantry 
Regiment to Captain Dram, March 22, 1861, applies for remission of sentence for Private Hyde. The OIG was 
unable to identify who these items were sold to, but the OIG will continue to collaborate with CH in their 
ongoing effo1is to aid in the recove1y of these missing NARA items. (Exhibit 10) 

On November 16, 
Criminal Division 
investigation. (E 'bit 11) 

Investigation Number: 
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On October 27, 2022, the OIG provided an update of the investigation to the USAO, which declined criminal 
prosecution of the matter. (Exhibit 12) 
 

Prepared by: 
, Special Agent 

Signature: 
N/A 

Supervisor: 
  

Special Agent in Charge 

Signature: 

Approved by: 
Jason J. Metrick,  
Assistant Inspector  
General for Investigations 

S
 

Date of Report: 
03/28/2023 
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1. Lead Initiation Records, dated November 8, 2021. 

2. Memorandum of Activity (MOA): Review of Previous Howard Harner OIG Investigations, dated 

November 30, 2021. 

3. MOA: Consensually Monitored Telephone Call -     

 dated November 30, 2021. 

4. MOA: Consensually Monitored Telephone Call -  

 dated December 2, 2021. 

5. MOA: Search Warrant Executed -  dated January 25, 

2022. 

6. MOA: Interview of , dated January 25, 2022. 

7. MOA: Interview of , dated January 25, 2022. 

8. MOA: Interview of , dated March 22, 2022. 

9. MOA: Interview of , dated February 25, 2023 

10. MOA: Evidence Review - . Ledgers, dated March 14, 

2022.  

11. MOA: Case Authorization - , Special Assistant United States Attorney, Criminal    

Division , dated November 16, 2021. 

12. MOA: Case Declination - , Special Assistant United States Attorney, Criminal    

Division , dated October 27, 2022. 
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SUMMARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

Investigation Number: 

GOVT-22-0760-I 

Date Investigation Opened: 

09/19/2022 
Date Investigation Completed: 

03/13/2023 
Date Investigation Closed: 

03/14/2023 

Subject: 

Case Type: (check all that apply) 

l:8J Criminal 

D Administrative 

0 Civil 

Distribution: 

D Referred - Response Required 

D Referred -No Action/No Response 

l:8J Closed to File 

This report is the summa1y of the results of an investigation conducted by the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations (OD. 

The OIG received info1mation from the Barack Obama Libra1y (LP-BHO) alle ing that between June 2022 and 
October 2022, they received 13 threatening pieces of coITespondence from mailed to LP-BHO and one 
threatening voicemail. Specifically, the OIG obtained the communications from addressed to fo1mer 
U.S. President Barack Obama included vulgar, profane, racist, and threatening langoage ("die," death," "bmn in 
hell") directed at Obama and his family. As a result, the OIG coordinated with the Federal Protective Se1vice 
(FPS) to investigate the threatening communications. 

~n,ed that-resided inmw~d completed a voluntary, in-person - n1iew of 
lltlaJ at residence. FPS repo1tedTa•■■- e~ knew why law enforcement was a residence 
and immediate~dmitted to sending nU1Lu0uW@is to and c Hing LP-BHO. FPS repo1te state4II 
did not believegletters were threatening and believed communications were all hee speech 
protected under the First Amendment. FP,rirted that state- sent the letters to LP-BHO to "piss 
off' Obama. -further confnmed tha ent additional letters to U.S. House of Representative Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and U.S. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer's offices on September 28, 2022, with the same 
type of language he used in the LP-BHO letters. - repo1tecll}ad no intention or desire to commit any 
criminal acts towards the Government or to haim ~ny past or cmTent Government officials. 

-

ained to- that FPS was not infringin~ First Amendment Right to free speech and could not 
from sending additional letters, so long as--did not use threatening language. FPS repo1ted that 
i4II would stop sending.ITespondence to L.?-BHO because I did not want FPS or any other law 

·t.utorcement officers retmning to house and aITestin •. 

On Januaiy 20, 2023, FPS notified the OIG that they dete1mined tha was not an active threat, and they 
completed their invest··· . FPS requested that the OIG notify th er.a if NARA receives additional threatening 
communications from . 

NARA- OIG Form OI 212A (10/2018) Office of the Inspector General 
National Archives and Records Administration 

Page 1 of2 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY/ LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE 

TIIlS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED FOR omcIAL USE ONLY. THIS DOCUMENT OR INFORMATION CONTAlNED HEREIN MA y NOT BE DISCLOSED 
OR FURTHER DISSEMINATED WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE omcE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND 
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION. 



FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY / LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

SUMMARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued)

Investigation Number:
GOVT-22-0760-I
NARA - OIG Form OI 212A (10/2018)                   Office of the Inspector General

National Archives and Records Administration  
Page 2 of 2 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY / LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY.  THIS DOCUMENT OR INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN MAY NOT BE DISCLOSED 
OR FURTHER DISSEMINATED WITHOUT THE WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR GENERAL, NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND 
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION.

Prepared by:
,  

Special Agent

Signature:
N/A

Supervisor:
, 

Special Agent in Charge

Signature:

Approved by:
Jason J. Metrick,  
Assistant Inspector General for 
Investigations

Signature: Date of Report:
03/13/2023 

b(6), b(7)(C)

b(6), b(7)(C) b(6), b(7)(C)


	21-0628 referral memo Redacted
	22-0091 referral memo Redacted
	ROI 21-0628-I Redacted
	ROI 22-0091-I Redacted
	SROI 22-0760-I Redacted



