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Inspector General

SUBJECT: Investigative Referral NARA-ART-22-0091-1

Enclosed for your review is our Report of Investigation (the Report) into allegations that [H(2
anm (the ), owners of a Civil War memorabilia business, were
attempting to sell an original Ambrose P. Hill letter (A.P. Hill letter), which was listed on the
NARA Missing Items website. An initial review of information available about the A.P. Hill
letter revealed it was among the missing items associated with a large-scale theft of NARA
records by Howard Hamner, who was convicted in 2005. The letter, described as an Ambrose P.
Hill Autographed Letter Signed, 1 page, Culpeper Court House, VA, June 18th, 1849, to Bvt.

Genl. Childs at Fort McHenry, was being offered for sale for $2,500 on the website for[H(IA
ﬂ Additionally, the OIG determined th{JONEGLS
was previously in possession of other NARA stolen records.

In summary, the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Office of Inspector
General (OIG), Office of Investigations (OI), determined that thdX(JMMll were in possession of
the A.P. Hill letter. The OIG recovered the A P. Hill letter and with the cooperation of the
NN determined that the letter was sold to the by a private collector/dealer HEIMIE))

who claimed to have previously purchased it froin another private collector/dealer _’(:‘_Sth b(7) |
The A.P. Hill letter was previously established to have been stolen by Hamer and added to the

from Harner or were aware it was stolen NARA property.

In collaboration with the the OIG and Holdings Protection and Recovery Staff (CH)
obtained and reviewed ths extensive records catalog and ledgers and determined that the
previously sold other historically significant documents stolen from or of interest to
NARA. Furthermore, some of those records were a part of the Harner thefts and some were
included on the Missing Items List. However, the OIG was not able to confirm the
those items were stolen and found no direct evidence suggesting it.

The OIG coordinated with CH for a subject matter review of HSMUEA(®)
sales ledgers and catalogs retrieved during the search warrant. Harner’s plea
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agreement, which included 61 items that Harner confessed to having taken from NARA and
remained missing, as well as NARA’s Missing Items List, which included an additional 20 items
that NARA attributed to being stolen by Harner (but not included in the plea agreement) were
used to determine if the bought and sold any additional NARA records. Furthermore,
CH identified four additicnal records included in NARA’s Missing Items List and attributed to
Harner, which were sold by the , as follows: 1) Letter-Secretary of War Jefferson Davis to
General John Wool, May 30, 1854; 2) Letter-Lieutenant A.P. Hill, 1st Artillery, to Major
Winship, May 17, 1849, regarding a leave of absence from Fort McHenry; 3) Letter-Lieutenant
William D. Pender, 1st Dragoons, to Major W.W. Mackall, February 2, 1858, regarding a
requisition; and 4) Letter from Captain Richard B. Garnett, 6th Infantry Regiment to Captain
Dram, March 22, 1861, applies for remission of sentence for Private Hyde. The OIG was unable
to identify who these items were sold to, but the OIG will continue to collaborate with CH in
their ongoing efforts to aid in the recovery of these missing NARA items.

The Report is provided to you for information purposes with no response to this Office
requested. The Report’s exhibits will be made available on request.

If you have any staff requests or questions concerning this matter, please contact Assistant
Inspector General for Investigations Jason Metrick, at JC)RIEI(®]

Enclosure

cc: Micah Cheatham, Chief of Management and Administration, Office of Management and
Administration (M)
William Bosanko, Chief Operating Officer, Office of the Chief Operating Officer (C)
Valorie Findlater, Chief Human Capital Officer, Office of Human Resources (H)
Gary M. Stern, General Counsel, Office of the General Counsel (NGC)
W, Director, Executive Secretariat (SE)
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

Investigation Number: Subjects:
NARA-ART-22-0091-1

Date Investigation Opened: Case Type: (check all that apply) Distribution:
11/15/2021 X] Criminal [ ] Referred - Response Required
Date Investigation Completed: [ ] Administrative |Z Referred - No Action/No Response
03/29/2023 [ ] civil [ ] Closed to File

BASIS AND SCOPE

This report is the summary of the results of an investigation conducted by the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations (OI).

The OIG initiated an investigation based on information received alleging that SIQHSIGON 2n ASIGHNGI(E

JOMIWI(® ovners of a Civil War memorabilia business, were attempting to sell an original Ambrose P. Hill
letter (A.P. Hill letter), which was listed on the NARA Missing Items website. An initial review of information
available about the A.P. Hill letter revealed it was among the missing items associated with a large-scale theft of
NARA records by Howard Harner, who was convicted in 2005. The letter, described as an Ambrose P. Hill
Autographed Letter Signed, 1 page, Culpeper Court House, VA, June 18th, 1849, to Bvt. Genl. Childs at Fort
McHenry, was being offered for sale for $2,500 on the website folJ(ISIGI(®)]

Additionally, the OIG determined that SIC)SIEOMM was previously in possession of other NARA stolen
records. (Exhibit 1)

ALLEGED VIOLATION(S)

e 18 United States Code § 641, Public money, property or records (Theft)
FINDINGS

The OIG investigation determined that the were in possession of the A.P. Hill letter. The OIG
recovered the A.P. Hill letter and with the ccoperation of th determined that the letter was sold to the
by a private collector/dealer, W who claimed to have previously purchased it from another
orivate collector/dealer, SGJMYI®]. The A P. Hill letter was previously established to have been stolen by
Harner and added to the NARA Missing Items List after his conviction in 2005. The list is publicly available
on NARA’s website. The OIG did not find evidence that JEONIGQI(®)] , 0 obtained the letter from
Harner or were aware it was stolen NARA property.
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued)

In collaboration with the;m, the OIG and NARA obtained and reviewed the extensive records
catalog and ledgers and determined that ‘rhe previously sold other historically significant documents
stolen from or of interest to NARA. Furthermore, some of those records were a part of the Harner thefts and
some were included on the Missing Items List. However, the OIG was not able to confirm the [H(JSEMknew
those items were stolen and found no direct evidence suggesting it. S

The OIG presented the facts of the investigation to the United States Attorney’s Office (USAO), HEORNGNS)]
*, which declined the matter for criminal prosecution.

BACKGROUND

Hamer was a NARA researcher from 1996 through 2002, and after stolen NARA records were posted for sale
on eBay in 2004, the OIG initiated an investigation and identified Harner as the source of the stolen records. In
2005, the OIG investigation substantiated that Harner stole more than a 100 Civil War-era documents from
Archives I in Washington, D.C., and received approximately $47,314 for the sale of almost half of them.
Hamer confessed to having stolen more than 100 records from NARA. In 2005, Harner pleaded guilty to one
count of 18 U.S.C § 668: Theft of Major Artwork, was convicted, and sentenced to two years’ imprisonment to
be followed by two years of supervised release. As of October 28, 2005, the OIG and NARA recovered 42 of
the documents stolen by Harner. An OIG review of the records that Harner identified as having stolen from
NARA included the A.P. Hill letter.

Additionally, an OIG review of other inquiries and investigations associated with NARA records thefts
including Hamer revealed previous contacts between NARA, OIG, andm concerning NARA stolen
records jnpossession. However, each of those previous inquiries were handled as recoveries or Replevin
actions and no violations of law were substantiatedlw previously cooperated with NARA and the OIG
in returning the records, which 1in at least one instance included a Harmer theft record.

In approximately 2006, NARA established the Missing Items List on their public website, which features the
A P. Hill letter as being stolen from NARA'’s collection.

During this investigation, the OIG conducted relevant interviews with:

b(6), b(7)(C) , Holdings Protection and Recovery Staff (CH)
HORG(S)

b(6), b(7)(C)

b(6). b(7)(C)

HEORI@N Private Citizen/Civil War Record Collector
HORIGE Owner, UMM Autographs

Investigation Number:

NARA-ART-22-0091-1
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued)

The OIG reviewed the following relevant records:

2005 Harner Plea agreement and inventory of stolen NARA holdings
Previous OIG relevant investigative reports of records thefts
Property Records

(6), b(7)(C) . website, ledgers, catalogs, invoices, and other purchase
history records

INVESTIGATIVE ACTIVITY

0IG andd@QRU@)] reveale was previously in possession of other stolen NARA records. Previous
OIG investigations determined purchased records attributed to thefts by Harner and Dennis McTague.
However, it did not appear in those nvestigations that (I3 was under suspicion of theft. Specifically, a
review of each relevant contact revealed substantially the following: (Exhibit 2)

An OIG review of its Case Mana Eement and Tracking System (CMTS) for previous interactions between the

e 591 001 roi 06-046-1 w exhibits.doc (Background to ROI 06-046-I)
On September 25, 2006, MOBY@ION ,rivate researcher, contacted NARA archivist MUY
concerning a potentially stolen document he saw for sale on eBay. MMM advised (MMM 70 contact
OIG immediately. srarem had a copy of the document for sale on eBay i @8 personal papers
r}"ra made at NARA approximaiely 30 years ago. On April 4, 2006, [Dennis] McTague pleaded guilty
to one count of 18 U.S.C. § 641: theft of government property in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern

District oi Pennsylvania. On July 12, 2007, McTague was sentenced to 15 months imprisonment

e Letterto .doc (Related to ROI 06-046-1)
OIG letter dated November 1, 2006, addressed to YO8 idemzﬁ’ing as a victim of the McTague
thefts, citing, “Recently you purchased historical Civil War material from “hchapel” through
eBayv/Denning House Antiquarian Books. This material was stolen from the National Archives... This
material is stolen property that belongs to the National Archives. Under no circumstances should you
sell or transfer this material to another person or entity.”

e Letter of Receipt to b(:tS;L .doc (Related to ROI 06-046-I)
OIG letter dated Jaruary 8, 2007, fdm confirming NARA received the stolen document
referenced in the November 1, 2006 letter.

o MOIZQORIEGMN- A rmistead.doc (Relating to ROI 04-022-GC)
On October 12, 2004, OIG contacteddONRI@) concerning a signature of General Lewis Armistead he
R R]b(6). b(7) | saiddW¥ purchased the signature fronSCIMUE@ION i 1998 — 2000 time
period, and(d{ sold 1i to jb(6 stated rhmﬁdfd not always provide a receipt, therefore

Investigation Number:
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued)

WA records. likewise adviseaw could not research all the

dute to the lack of records. could not recall the specifics just

there was no use looking throu
purdasem made fron _b_{.ﬁ_.h
thald@ bo::ht it from HEE

The signature was identified as coming from a letter from L. A. Armistead to D. C. Buell, Bvt Maj/Cpt
6th Inf, New San Diego, Cal, dated June 4, 1861, received June 14, requests to be informed if San Diego
is a chaplain post. Harner provided the original Letter without signature.

Ul -Pickett.doc (Relating to ROI 04-022-GC)

On August 24, 2004, OIG calledSQORY@Y concerning a clipped signature he purchased from SEMYE
that was stolen from NARASCN sold the signature to QRIS
in March 1999. On June 3, 2004, NARA sent a letter to Q)N requesting
the return of “Lefter from G. E. Pickett to W. W. Mackall, dated April 5, 1858, requesting leave of
absence.”

e MOINORIEGEN - Hood.doc (Relating to ROI 04-022-GC)
On September 15, 2004, OIG called concerning a documemmpﬁrchased and sold, which was
identified as stolen from NARA. apparently purchased the document from QRN
between September 2000 and Febdiuary 2001. Specifically, “Letter from J.B. Hood, 2d Lt. 2d Cav., Forr
Reading, Cal, July 4, 1855, asks to be relieved from Lt. Williamsons’ expedition to join his company.’
confir me(m purchased the following document from W “Letter from G.E. Pickett
dated January 3, 1838, enclosing proceedings of post and company councils 1858P4.”

e Inventory of Documents for ROL.DOC (Relating to ROI 04-022-GC)
General list of documents recovered from Harner and those that remained missing, including one
offered for sale by in November 2021, described as “A.P Hill to General Childs, June 18,
1849, requesting extension of leave of absence.”

e Hamer CMTS Search.pdf
14-0025-C: During the interview with MBS NARA OIG learned that |}
appeared to have purchased the Garnett and Pickett letters from Document DealeldQ
was interviewed in 2005, by NARA OIG Special Agent QRGNS

concerning document-%8 sold ﬂrf were known to have been stolen from NARA by Howard Harner (04-
22-GC)W advised ﬂrarboughf the documents fron :

In coordination and with authorization from the United States Attorney’s Office, b(6;
the OIG used investigative techniques and confirmed that theli{5 ; )
was Oﬁerated exclusively from their residence and they did not have a storeﬁon‘r The

OIG further confirmed that th conducted their business online and mailed items to their customers or

Investigation Number:

NARA-ART-22-0091-1
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued)

claimed they purchased it on March 8, 2015, along with several other
, another records dealer they previously worked with. Furthermore,

In a voluntary interview with the OIG, b(@)-_ i rcvealed b(6) J __ ] :
problems, which included significant cognitive impairment. b confirmed that [Han ub(ﬁ)a @) both

operate SO and their voung adult LCEMCREE(®) assists
informally with administrative/computer tasks on occasion. m expressec MY recalled previously
meetmh and JEOMUEN on approximately 20 occasions and sai ‘rha knew how to contact NARA

staff in tie even __b(ﬁ was in possession of a documen suspected was stolen or NARA property. However,
said __b'(6 was unaware that NARA operated & Missing Items website.

said that @8 believed NARA staff were checking M@l website for stolen NARA materials and claimed
the were not hiding anything, as everything they sell was publicly available on their website. {8
den:ed that the MG)SEN sold anything “under the table” and that everything for sale was listed on the website.

reported ‘rha checksm website each day to see if anyone has made an inquiry about an item and
1z the sole person responsible for checking the website. w stated ‘rhatw was no longer
mentally capable of engaging in the business.

denied knowing the A P. Hill letter was stolen from NARA and stated that particular transaction was
handled bym, so [l did not have direct knowledge of it. HEYMM@ reported M publishes items for sale
on the website and expressed that the OIG and NARA could search through the business catalogs for items
suspected of being stolen from NARA. denied knowingly purchasing items stolen from NARA.
was fully cooperative with the OIG. (Exhibit 6)

[Agent’s Note: SCYSN consented to a voluntary interview with the OIG. However, it was noted that b(;ﬁ;l >
exhibited obvious cogmitive limitations durinﬁ interview and the OIG termjna.‘recw interview.]

In a voluntary interview with the OIG (IMUE@)] confirmedil ) have owned and operated [U(J8
(6), b(7)(C) _for over 25 years. (2 ted they sell historically significant
letters from other dealers, eBay, auctions, and Civil War tradeshows SO} conﬁmledpandﬁstore
all business-related artifacts in filing cabinets in their home office and m the basement of the dwelling an
estimated they had about 25 to 50 “books” of records and records transactions expressed th do not

store records anywhere else. }3(;‘5')5_ state(ﬂ visited Archives I in Washington, D.C. years ago, but Tha

Investigation Number:
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued)

never visited Archives IL denied stealing anything from NARA. [H(J2 stated the name “Howard
Hamer” was not familiar t andn could not recall specific details about the A P Hill letter or previous
contacts with NARA about NARA puoperty um possession. stated th keep receipts for all
business transactions for a period, bufll@l could not recall how long; BEdid not believe that they possessed any
records or artifacts belonging to NARA, but that the OIG was “free 10 look™ and tham an(ﬁ “don’t hide
anything.” (Exhibit 7)

In a voluntary interview with the OIG, M2 confumecm sold the A.P. Hill letter to ‘rhe.
recalled the A P. Hill document in question and said dld not know it was stolen from
could not recall whe purchased it or when [{@sold it to the ()Ml However,
, a document dealer in [HOYRIENG : (Exhibit S)

In a voluntary interview with the OIG, U
time ago but did not know if it was the spe
have traded the A.P. Hill letter with(J
“traded” various items with b[:
Jia gnosis for M@ limited memor
NARA Mlssm g Items list, expresse

Sl vaguely recalled having an A.P. Hill letter in{8@ possession some

cific A_P. Hill letter refenced by the OIG. expresse may

: bu did not have a receipt of that transaction explained
but could not recall specifics citinw age (83 years old) and Q@ cancer

1‘ep0r‘redn was not familiar with Hamer and after reviewing the

¥ did not possess any of those records. (Exhibit 9)

Additional Suspected NARA Records Identified

The OIG coordinated with CH for a subject matter review of ZEIMEE(®) sales
ledgers and catalogs retrieved during the search warrant. Hamer’s plea agreement, which included 61 items that
Hamer confessed to having taken from NARA and remained missing, as well as NARA’s Missing Items List,
which included an additional 20 items that NARA attributed to being stolen by Harner (but not included m the
plea agreement) were used to determine if the bought and sold any additional NARA records.
Furthermore, CH identified four additional records mcluded in NARA’s Missing Items List and attributed to
Hammer, which were sold by the [X(JMEM as follows: 1) Letter-Secretary of War Jefferson Davis to General John
Wool, May 30, 1854; 2) Letter-Lieutenant A.P. Hill, 1st Artillery, to Major Winship, May 17, 1849, regarding a
leave of absence from Fort McHenry:; 3) Letter-Lieutenant William D. Pender, 1st Dragoons, to Major W.W.
Mackall, February 2, 1858, regarding a requisition; and 4) Letter from Captain Richard B. Garnett, 6th Infantry
Regiment to Captain Dram, March 22, 1861, applies for remission of sentence for Private Hyde. The OIG was
unable to i1dentify who these items were sold to, but the OIG will continue to collaborate with CH in their
ongoing efforts to aid in the recovery of these missing NARA items. (Exhibit 10)

JUDICIAL ACTION

On November 16, 2021, the OIG presented the facts of the investigation to the United States Attorney’s Office,
Criminal Division SORYGN(E which authorized this matter for further
investigation. (Exhibit 11)

Investigation Number:
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REPORT OF INVESTIGATION (Continued)

On October 27, 2022, the OIG provided an update of the investigation to the USAO, which declined criminal
prosecution of the matter. (Exhibit 12)

Prepared by: Signature:

JORIGONW Special Agent | N/A

Supervisor:

b(6), b(7)(C)

Special Agent in Charge
Approved by: Date of Report:
Jason J. Metrick, 03/28/2023
Assistant Inspector
General for Investigations
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EXHIBIT LIST

1. Lead Initiation Records, dated November 8, 2021.

2. Memorandum of Activity (MOA): Review of Previous Howard Harner OIG Investigations, dated
November 30, 2021.

3. MOA: Consensually Monitored Telephone Call -
b(6), b(7)(C) dated November 30, 2021.

4. MOA: Consensually Monitored Telephone Call -
_ dated December 2, 2021.

5. MOA: Search Warrant Executed - dated January 25,

2022.

MOA: Interview of , dated January 25, 2022.

MOA: Interview of , dated January 25, 2022.

MOA: Interview of JOBY@I®], dated March 22, 2022.

MOA: Interview of , dated February 25, 2023

10. MOA: Evidence Review - . Ledgers, dated March 14,
2022.

11. MOA: Case Authorization - , Special Assistant United States Attorney, Criminal
Division JORJIG(®)] , dated November 16, 2021.

12. MOA: Case Declination - , Special Assistant United States Attorney, Criminal
Division JORJGI(®)} , dated October 27, 2022.

A

Investigation Number:

NARA-ART-22-0091-1

NARA - OIG Form OI 202 (02/2019) Office of Inspector General
National Archives and Records Administration

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY /LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. ANY REQUEST FOR DISCLOSURE OR FURTHER DISSEMINATION OF THIS DOCUMENT
OR INFORMATION CONTAINED HEREIN SHOULD BE REFERRED TO THE OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL, NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND
RECORDS ADMINISTRATION.




AN
2R,
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

OFFICE of
INSPECTOR GENERAL

OFFICE OF INVESTIGATIONS
SUMMARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

GOVT-22-0760-1

WARNING

The attached document may contain information protected by Federal confidentiality statutes
prohibiting unauthorized access and disclosure of its contents to any person other than the
intended recipient(s) or those with an official need for access. The contents of this document

should not be left unattended.




FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY / LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

SUMMARY REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

Investigation Number: Subject:
GOVT-22-0760-1 b(6), b Private Citizen

Date Investigation Opened: Case Type: (check all that apply) Distribution:

09/19/2022 > Criminal [ ] Referred - Response Required
Date Investigation Completed: [ | Administrative [ ] Referred - No Action/No Response
03/13/2023 [ ] civil X Closed to File

Date Investigation Closed:

03/14/2023

This report is the summary of the results of an investigation conducted by the National Archives and Records
Administration (NARA), Office of Inspector General (OIG), Office of Investigations (OI).

The OIG received information from the Barack Obama Library (LP-BHO) alleging that between June 2022 and
October 2022, they received 13 threatening pieces of correspondence from H(B mailed to LP-BHO and one
threatening voicemail. Specifically, the OIG obtained the communications irom [SCIMM addressed to former
U.S. President Barack Obama included vulgar, profane, racist, and threatening laagaage (“die,” death.” “burn in
hell”) directed at Obama and his family. As a result, the OIG coordinated with the Federal Protective Service
(FPS) to mvestigate the threatening communications.

nfirmed that MO resided in OS] and completed a voluntary, in-person jpterview of
at[l@l residence. FPS reported tha{U()MMll expressedd@ knew why law enforcement was a residence
znd immediately admitted to sending num.crous letters to and cglling LP-BHO. FPS reportec state

did not believe U@l letters were threatening and believed MW communications were all ivee speech
protected undei the First Amendment. FPS reported that state(m sent the letters to LP-BHO to “piss
off” Obama. (UMM further confirmed tha sent additicial letters to U.S. House of Representative Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and U.S. Senate Majority Leacer Chuck Schumer’s offices on September 28, 2022, with the same
type of language he used in the LP-BHO letters. (MM reporte ad no infention or desire to commit any
criminal acts towards the Government or to harm any’ past or current Government officials.

FPS
sto

that FPS was not infringin First Amendment Right to free speech and could not
from sercing additional letters, so long as did not use threatening language. FPS reported that
saic would stop sending correspondence to L2-BHO because 8§ did not want FPS or any other law
enforcement officers returning to 4@ house and an‘es‘rinm.

On January 20, 2023, FPS notified the OIG that they determined tha was not an active threat, and they
completed their investjgation. FPS requested that the OIG notify ther if NARA receives additional threatening
communications from
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